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‘Faith,’ ‘Fear,’ and ‘Freedom’
Islamic Awareness Week educates public on Islam

Nate Trask
Staff Writer
The world celebrated Islamic Awareness Week last
week, an annual tradition
to extend outreach to those
willing to learn more about
Islam.
Students across the United States used the week
to spread awareness about
Islam by holding Friday
prayers, classes to learn
about Muhammad and the
Quran and a variety of other
events.
The University of Maine’s
Muslim Students Association (MSA) also participated by hosting activities at
their table in the Memorial
Union. Activities included
name writing in Arabic, hijab wrapping, henna tattoos
and an Islamic version of
the popular television game
show “Jeopardy.” They tabled there Monday through
Thursday from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m.
“People have the misconception that Islam is a violent religion,” Hina Hashmi,
molecular and biological

sciences lab manager and the
MSA advisor, said. Hashmi
graduated from UMaine in
2015 with a degree in microbiology.
At the start, the MSA celebrated Islamic awareness by
holding events on one weekend and calling it ‘Islamic
Awareness Weekend.’ It has
since evolved into a weeklong affair.
The MSA held a lecture
in the Bangor Room of the
Memorial Union on Saturday, April 1 from 5 p.m. to
7 p.m. The dinner featured
a lecture titled “The Message of Peace: Spread by
the Sword?” by Dr. Jonathan
Brown, an American scholar
of Islamic studies and an associate professor at Georgetown University’s Edmund
A. Walsh School of Foreign
Service in Washington D.C.
He is also the editor-in-chief
of Oxford Encyclopedia of
Islam and Law.
“Islam is a religion, but
we also talk about Islam as a
civilization,” Brown said.
Brown spoke about those
in Islam who participate in
terrorist activities — a dis-

cussion that comes amid
recent terror events in Brussels, Belgium and Lahore,
Pakistan — and how those
people do not represent the
true nature of Islam.
“This is not a religion
spread by the sword,” Brown
said. “All Muslim scholars I
know — across the board —
reject ISIS.”
One of Brown’s topics
of discussion was “Islamic
vs. Islamicate.” Islamicate
is defined as a phenomena
where people of Islam live
in a region that is dominated by the religion, but do
not necessarily participate
in all Islamic practices or
maintain all Islamic beliefs.
An example used by Brown
was that if a Muslim drinks
alcohol, which violates their
beliefs, it does not mean they
are “not Muslim.” According
to Brown, it just means they
would be considered “a bad
Muslim.”
Around 120 people attended the event, including
students, faculty and adults
from the community.
“This is a wonderful way
to celebrate Islam in Amer-

ica,” Dean of Students Dr.
Robert Dana said. “We must
say no to the horrors that are
evolving around us.” Dana
also stated that nearly 1,000
Muslims live in the Orono
area and that that number is
growing.
Dana introduced his own
feelings about those who do
participate in terrorism activities, saying that it does not
involve “any intellectual discussion,” and addressed the
events as “fear-mongering.”
“One day the light will
shine down and some of
these obscenities will disappear,” Dana said.
Islamic Awareness Week
at UMaine was put on in
conjunction with the Honors
College, who spent the week
studying Islamic law, history
and culture.
“There is no more important text that our students
encounter than the Quran,”
Civilizations preceptor and
Associate Dean of the Honors College, Dr. Melissa
Ladenheim, said.
The Honors College has
been vital to the success and
outreach of Islamic Aware-

ness Week at UMaine, according to MSA President
and first-year biochemistry
and cellular molecular biology student Mohammad
Hashmi.
MSA member and thirdyear elementary education
student Kelly Berglund
shared her story about converting to Islam at the event.
Berglund was born into a
conservative family and
grew up with belief that Islam causes terrorism. Her
beliefs changed after she met
a Muslim student at a party
and discovered that Muslims
believe in the same prophets as Christians. She then
visited the Islamic Center of
Maine, a mosque and community center located on
Park Street in Orono, on a
class trip. She began watching videos about Islam and
realized that the idea of converting “had become less and
less crazy to me,” she said.
Berglund decided to convert
to Islam after a study abroad
trip to France, a region wellknown for prejudice against
Muslims.
“I decided I was going

to convert to Islam because
I believed in it. I decided I
would fight the stereotypes,”
Berglund said.
On Saturday, April 2, renowned Quranic scholar and
Muslim American speaker
Nouman Ali Khan came to
speak at the Islamic Center
of Maine for their seventh
annual open house. His lecture was titled “Cooperate in
Matters of Goodness.” Khan
is also the founder and CEO
of Bayyinah Institute, an educational institution based in
the United States that specializes in Arabic studies,
according to his Facebook
page.
According to his Facebook Page, Khan began
his education in Arabic in
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia and
then in Pakistan. In 1999,
he began serious Arabic
training in the U.S. and has
since been teaching Modern
Standard and Classical Arabic. Much of his teachings
about Islam happen through
video speeches, although he
frequently speaks at IslamSee Faith on A2

Candidates for UMSG president stake their
claim for highest executive position
Sam Shepherd
News Editor
On Monday, March 28,
University of Maine Student
Government Inc. (UMSG)
held a debate in the North
Pod of the Memorial Union
for two candidates for the
soon vacant UMSG Inc.
presidency. The two candidates told students how they
plan to tackle important issues on campus.
Kevin Bois, a third-year
mechanical engineering stuTuesday
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dent and Amanda Mancheva, a third-year psychology
and political science student, answered questions
for The Maine Campus’ editor-in-chief Anthony Panciocco regarding multiple
facets of being the lead executive of UMSG.
Around 40 students,
many dressed formally, attended the event. Both Bois
and Mancheva said that they
considered UMaine to be a
place of surprising significance in their life.
Wednesday
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“I want a chance to give
back to the University of
Maine community,” Bois
said. “This place has a special place in my heart. I love
every bit of involvement
I’ve had in my undergraduate career.”
Mancheva, who is originally from Bulgaria, said
that she wanted to return the
student government to its
previous state of standing.
“I found this to be a
second home to me,” Mancheva said. “Student govThursday
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ernment is not to its former
glory, [when] so many people wanted to be involved in
the organization.”
Bois focused his ongoing platform at the debate
on promoting links between
the multiple departments
around the university and
making everyone work together instead of keeping
their distance.
“We have a lot of departments that work independently from each other,”
Bois said. “It’s important
Friday
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that we bridge the gap to
provide the best undergraduate experience for our students. Moving forward into
next year, I want to continue
to break down those walls.”
Mancheva spoke about
promoting
transparency
in student government, as
many people on campus are
not able to see the explicit
details of how the organization operates.
“I want to promote more
transparency,” Mancheva
said. “People don’t know
Saturday
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how big of a role student
government plays on campus. Pretty much everyone
receives funding from student government.”
Voting was held the following day with physical
ballots, as well as voting on
First Class. The results of
the election were not available to the media, but Jaymi
Thibault, the Fair Election
Practices Commission Chair
at UMSG, said that the result will be notarized on
April 4.
Sunday
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Open Forum on Opiate and Heroin
Addiction Provokes Discussion
Marcella M. Cheviot
Staff Writer
The middle-aged woman’s voice quavered as she
stood and spoke at the open
forum about opiate and heroin addiction at University
of Maine Augusta’s Bangor
campus on Wednesday evening.
She told the story of her
brother, a long-time opiate
abuser who took up heroin
two years ago. He called her
at 3 a.m. one morning last
week, begging her for help.
She took him to an emergency room, where they waited
for more than six hours as
he suffered from the violent
symptoms of withdrawal.
According to the woman, the stigma surrounding
“junkies” was strong in the
waiting room, as the nurses kept coming to tell them
that they’d have to wait until
everyone with “more emergent” cases was treated. She
ended up taking her brother

back to his house so he could
get what he needed to stop
the withdrawal symptoms.
“If something isn’t done
soon, I’m going to be burying my brother,” she said before sitting down.
There were many other
stories similar to hers told
during the two-hour long forum. The panel of speakers,
who led the forum, listened
intently and answered questions, while explaining what
needs to be done in order to
treat the opiate and heroin
addiction problem that’s not
only growing in Penobscot
county, but throughout the
rest of the state.
“It’s time to start seeing
the patient as the community,” Patty Hamilton, Bangor’s health director, said.
“It’s obvious that we have to
band together.”
One of the other four
panel members was Robert
Fickett, from the Bangor
Area Recovery Network.
Fickett, who himself has

struggled with opiate addiction, pointed out that perpetuating the stigma surrounding addiction will in no way
help end the problem.
“The pathway to addiction doesn’t start in a dirty
back room,” Fickett said.
“It starts in doctor’s offices,
dentist chairs, emergency
rooms and grandma’s medicine cabinet.”
Dr. Noah Nesin, a panelist from Penobscot Community Health Care, concurred
with Fickett’s statement,
pointing out that the
over-prescription of opiates
has been a problem since the
early 1990’s. According to
Dr. Nesin, a big part of the
solution is “making sure that
prescriptions are prescribed
responsibly.”
Bangor’s Police Chief,
Mark Hathaway, also sat on
the panel and spoke urgently
to the audience of more than
100 people in the room.
“We have a clear and obvious addiction problem,”

Hathaway said. “And we are
desperate for a local detox
option.”
Hathaway, along with the
other panelists, explained to
several concerned community members that jail cells
aren’t the best solution for
people going through withdrawals.
According to Hathaway,
many citizens don’t understand that the police don’t
“go after” addicts.
“We arrest people for
engaging in criminal behavior,” Hathaway said.
Many community members of all ages stood to address the panel and asked
questions about government
funding, the accountability
of pharmacists and the use
of medication-assisted treatment for addicts.
One man asked if treating substance abuse with
more substances was really
the best answer, and why it
wasn’t possible to just go
through the withdrawals

without any help. Dr. Nesin
explained that for those who
suffer from substance abuse,
“it isn’t a choice, it’s a compulsion.”
Nesin also took the time
to clarify some commonly misunderstood concepts
surrounding addiction. For
example, one may not die
from opiate withdrawal, but
they may very well wish
they were dead. The highest
risk for death is immediately
after detox, when accidental overdose and suicide is a
real risk factor.
Nesin also pointed out
that many addicts have experienced adverse childhood
experiences, and that the
more adverse experiences a
child has, the more at risk
they are for developing an
addiction.
According to Nesin, it
would be more appropriate
to ask an addict “what happened to you?” instead of
“what’s wrong with you?”
The ideas from the forum,

Faith

from A1
ic Center of North America
conventions.
The event included a
“Taste of the World” reception, where participants were
invited to eat different foods
from countries around the
world.
The Islamic Center of
Maine conducts Halaqa, a
religious meeting concerned
with the study of Islam, from
7:30 p.m. to 10:30 p.m on
Fridays and Sunday School
weekly from 11 a.m. to 2
p.m.
which was sponsored by
Bangor’s Public Health and
Community Services, the
Maine Community Foundation, the Maine Health Access Foundation, the Maine
Medical Association and the
Maine Opioid Collaborative will be shared with the
Maine Opioid Collaborative
task forces.
There will be another
forum on Wednesday, May
4 at 5:30 p.m. at the Cross
Insurance Center. U.S. Sen.
Angus King will be in attendance.

Diversity Week exposes UMaine community
to different cultures and heritages
Josh Fabel
Contributor
This past week, the University of Maine Office of
Multicultural Student life organized a week full of events
to celebrate this year’s Diversity Week.
According to Director of
Multicultural Student Life,
Silvestre Guzman, Diversity Week has occurred on the
UMaine campus for at least
eight years, and has become
a popular string of events
within the past few years.
This year, the week was comprised of many smaller events
that occurred everyday such
as meditation, karaoke and a
couple of educational seminars on different diversity
topics, such as religion. The
events were put together with
the assistance of the Caribbean Club, The Student Her-

itage Alliance Council and
the Muslim Students Association as well as other heritage
groups on campus.
“It [Diversity Week] is
a great opportunity to bring
awareness to the campus
community, because I think
many students haven’t had
that opportunity to interact
with students from different backgrounds,” Guzman
said. “By implementing these
small events, those students
who haven’t been exposed to
other backgrounds now have
the opportunity to talk and
interact with students for a
whole week.”
The week kicked off with
the event, “Diversity Is …”
Monday morning. The purpose of the event was to bring
together students from the
UMaine community to discuss what diversity means to
them. The event was a way to

set the tone for the rest of the
week, as well as give students
something to think about as
the week went on.
“Each person who wanted to participate had to write
about their thoughts or perceptions down on a card to
define diversity in a few sentences,” Guzman said.
In the middle of the week,
students had the chance to
participate in filling out the
Diversity Wheel. The Diversity Wheel was a way for students to showcase all the different cultural backgrounds
that UMaine students represent. The Diversity Wheel
was split into 12 different
categories, such as “role at
UMaine,” “race and ethnicity” and “sexual orientation.”
Students had the opportunity
to fill in each category with
what they identify as. The
wheel showed that there are

a multitude of different traits
that make everyone diverse.
The karaoke session featured on Wednesday afternoon was well-attended.
Students had the opportunity
to sing some of their favorite
songs in front of their peers in
the Multicultural lounge.
“It was fun. I sang a song
called, ‘Bidi Bidi Bom Bom,’
by Selena. It’s been 21 years
since she died,” Jodaliza Feliz, a second-year civil engineering student, said.
Diversity week ended on
Friday afternoon with a session called “Poptalk! Poptalk!,” a session where students could come and show
off their own side of diversity
with the focus of the discussion being centered around
different styles of dance.
Diversity
week
was
deemed successful by the Office of Multicultural Student

Life. Guzman reported that
the opening event, “What is
Diversity…” attracted a lot
of students, and also added
that some of the events saw as
many as 50 students come out
and participate.
“I think Diversity Week
gives us a chance to express
our culture and heritage and
share it on campus,” Feliz
said.
“It gives us a chance to
discuss topics that other students might want to get involved with,” Izundu Ngwu,
a third-year computer engineering student, said.
“It gives me a sense of belonging,” graduate student,
Favour Akhidenor said.
According to Guzman,
having a sense of belonging is
important in student success
on a college campus. Guzman hopes to provide many
services through the Office of

Multicultural Student Life to
incoming students. He hopes
to continue these programs,
so that incoming students can
get the services that they need
to give them that sense of belonging.
The Office of Multicultural Student Life, and other
heritage organizations, will
be continuing to host smaller
events on campus this semester. Some upcoming events
include Taste of Asia, where
Asian cuisine will be served
by local participating restaurants on April 9. The Caribbean Club will be hosting
the Caribbean Carnival at the
end of the semester on April
22. For more information on
these events, feel free to stop
by the Office of Multicultural
Student Life on the third floor
of the Memorial Union, Monday through Friday 8 a.m. to
4:30 p.m.
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Weekly Updates

This Week in Student Government
Weekly recap of decisions made by the UMaine Student Government General Student Senate

Haley Sylvester
Contributor
Partners for World
Health speak to GSS
Partner’s
for
World
Health brought the General Student Senate (GSS) to
task this week with a brief
reminder of their upcoming
fundraiser for their medical
mission trip to be held in
Minsky Hall on April 8 from
6 to 8 p.m.
Club Maintenance
The University of Maine
Associated Builders and
Contractors Club received

final club recognition.
The Paranormal Investigation Club officially
changed their name to Investigation Into Non-Mainstream Beliefs to better represent their operations.

sity in the buildings
on the UMS
campuses
which

Scott also briefly
chatted
about the
new

Club Presentations
Engineers Without Borders thanked GSS for help in
funding their trip to the International Summit in Denver.
Periodic Reports
Senator Connor Scott
reported that the finances
within the board of trustees
are going smoothly. He discussed the decrease of den-

is contributing to the value
drop of the property. As of
right now, there is a $15 million shortfall to work on the
infrastructure.

parking lot to be built where
the current Kappa Sigma fraternity house is at 89 College
Ave. It will take $140,000 to
demolish the house and less

than $500,000 to turn it into
a commuter parking lot.
Allocations
$200 was allocated to the
Senior Skulls for their office
budget.
$200 was allocated to the
Muslim Student Association
for their office budget.
$530 was allocated to the
Maine Peace Action Committee for their spring newsletter.
$900 was allocated to the
Students for Exploration and
Development of Space for
their NASA Student Launch.
$831 was allocated to
Lacrosse for their spring season.

$550 was allocated to
Maine Masque for their
spring show.
$600 was allocated the
Woodsmen Team for their
tournament.
$600 was allocated to the
UMaine chapter of Institute
of Electrical and Electronics
Engineers for their Region 1
Conference.
$800 was allocated to Phi
Gamma Delta for the second
annual Fiji Faceoff Classic.
$436 was allocated to
Fast Pitch Softball for their
spring season.
New Business
Jamika Mitchell was appointed to senator.

The World
This Week
April 3 - United Nations said that violence in Iraq killed at least
1,119 citizens, as ISIS ramped up attacks on civilians. Civilians accounted for 575 of the dead and 1,196 of the wounded.
April 3 - Indian police are investigating possible murder charges
against 10 employees of a construction company after an overpass
that was unfinished and collapsed, killing 26 in Kolkata.
April 3 - Flights begin leaving Brussels Airport for the first time since
the March 22 terrorist attacks that killed 32 and wounded 270.
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Xenophobia should be actively addressed

In the wake of Islamic
Awareness Week, a note on
assumptions and bias. There
are routine efforts on campus and policies in place to
stop discrimination against
any person, regardless of
whatever factor, including
religion. Despite this, the
influence of larger media in
our country and world works
constantly to backtrack any
progress made through campus-scale efforts. One of the
most pervasive narratives
in our society recently is all
Muslims are terrorists. This
blanket statement is a se-

verely black and white view
to scary issues like terrorist
attacks, but it is a one-sided
issue. In big media, Christians or Jews are never
shown as the bad guy. The
headlines never say “Christian terrorist” or “Jews will
bomb us.” These renditions
of the narrative never happen because Islam in particular has been chosen as the
scapegoat.
Xenophobia is an issue
everywhere, but one of particular interest in smaller
communities like the University of Maine. An esti-

mated 1,000 Muslim practicing residents live in the
Orono area. This is a significant amount of people.
Even in this small scale, it
is obvious with just a little
critical thinking that this
narrative cannot hold truth.
The issue does not lie in the
good, normal people of Islamic faith; the problem is
how they are portrayed and
painted with the same brush
no matter who they are.
Their own identity means
nothing to the country; we
only see that one news story about a bombing some-

where else, plastered over
media for days on end with
red flags pointing straight to
the chosen scapegoat.
Radicalism can happen
to any religion. There are
outliers for any group of
people no matter their ideals, origin or colour of their
skin. Just as there are extremists that use the name
of Islam as their mask,
there are also people who
claim to be Christians and
do awful things. Westboro
Baptist Church calls itself a
church and acts in the name
of the God they believe in,

Don’t let regrets
keep you down
Eliza Jones
Contributor
I’ve spent most of my 20s
believing that I missed out on
some magic, mythical legend
known as the college experience. I’ve spent too much time
with regrets and wistful “whatif’s” and “if-only’s.” Here’s
one big reason why.
I first attended the University of Maine as an undergraduate from 2004 to 2006. I lived
on campus, but I had bad luck
with roommates whom I didn’t
connect with. I was still seeing
an old boyfriend from high
school at the time, and I was
painfully shy. I was lonely —
there’s no other word for it. I
didn’t make good friends, the
type of lifelong friends that I’d
seen my brother make while
he was at UMaine, the friends
I felt like I’d been waiting for
my whole life. I really didn’t
make any friends at all.
I ended up transferring to
Southern Maine Community College (SMCC) after my
sophomore year. I commuted
to South Portland from my
hometown with a friend who
was also attending. The rest is
sort of a convoluted type of history. While at SMCC, I met the
man who I eventually married
and divorced four years later.
I landed a decent job right after graduation, graduated with
minimal college debt, bought
a new car, moved a couple of
times and eventually bought a
house with my then-husband.
We got a dog, we had a vege-

table garden, he bought a new
truck, I had a 401k and we
talked about buying a boat and
finally going on vacation to the
Caribbean, raising pigs and
starting a family.
We pursued the American
Dream, and I muddled along
the best I could, thinking it was
what I wanted, thinking it was
the best I could do. But in the
back of my mind, I remembered those lonely two years
at UMaine that I’d spent from
2004 to 2006. I remembered
the English degree I once had
wanted but decided was impractical. And I lamented the
“college experience” that I had
missed back then — the parties, friends, guys and memories.
Two years ago I decided to
come back to UMaine to finish
that English degree. Last year
I got divorced and lived alone
for the first time in my life. A
lot has changed in the past couple of years: big things with
real shape and weight. But
something else has changed,
too: something that is lighter
and less tangible, but just as
significant. What’s changed is
my idea of what the “college
experience” is, that old stereotype from my younger years.
When I came back to UMaine in the fall of 2014 to finish
my degree, I was 28 years old.
The thought of having classes
with 18-year-olds scared the
hell out of me. I didn’t think I’d
have anything in common with
my younger peers and that I’d
stick out like a sore thumb. My

decade-long trauma of being
lonely, shy and sad when I’d
last been at UMaine dogged
me. I thought I’d be that same
girl who ate dinner at Hilltop
by herself every night, all over
again.
This is what I’ve found my
second time at UMaine: age is
irrelevant to true friendship.
I’ve made friends here who
are five, six and eight years
younger than me, as well as
friends who are 30 years older
than me. Because of these new
friends, I can say with authority and delight that I have had
a college experience. It’s not
the one I had in mind a decade
ago, and it’s not the one I’ve
been lamenting all these years.
But it has been real, and it’s
given me laughter and good
conversation and friendships
that I hope last my lifetime.
As graduation approaches and some of us prepare to
be tossed out, kicking and
screaming, jubilant and terrified, into the real world,
keep in mind this possibility:
the expectations thrust in our
faces by society, parents and
all sorts of people and institutions that think they know
best, expectations about what
college should look like, what
an education should look like,
what a real job should look
like — these expectations are
not always the truth. In fact,
they’re almost always not the
truth. Keep an open mind.
Make your own truths. Live by
your own rules. And don’t let
regrets keep you down.
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but many people understand
them for what they are: extremists. They are not true
to the ideals of Christianity
and are often viewed as a
joke rather than a significant
threat. Their stunts are publicized but do not become
stand-ins for the behavior of
all Christians. The same is
not true for Muslims. To the
Islam faith, a single person
can ruin the good image for
all.
Assuming that every individual of a particular faith
has the same violent motive
is ridiculous at best. This

story is nearly identical to
the one told for people of
color, undocumented workers or any other marginalized people. Yet we keep
falling for it. People of
all faiths commit horrible
crimes that shock nations.
We are choosing to highlight only those that fit our
xenophobic views and keep
pushing hatred. Movements
like the Islamic Awareness
Week are only the beginning
for undoing the wrongs we
have committed against a
diverse, peaceful and largely innocent group of people.

Consider using
less plastic bags
Kim Crowley
Contributor
“Can you please put this
in a bag?”
A woman looks expectantly at me as I wait for
her transaction to process.
Her hands are on the plastic-wrapped 24-pack of toilet
paper sitting atop my register’s counter.
“Sure!” I reply. I give her
a tight-lipped smile, hoping
that I am properly masking my disdain. I hate when
people do this — when they
insist I wrap their plastic
in more plastic. I open our
store’s largest bag (the only
one large enough to fit a pack
of toilet paper) and stuff it
inside. My heart hurts as she
rolls her cart away and the
next customer arrives sans
reusable bag.
I am a cashier who works
for one of the largest retail
chains in America, and the
scenario I just narrated is
a daily occurrence. More
accurately, it is a severaltimes-a-day occurrence. I
check out a couple hundred
customers every shift, and a
frightening number of people
request that their massive,
well-packaged items (toilet
paper among them) go into
bags. On the other end of the
spectrum, some require their
pack of gum to be bagged
despite it being the only item
they purchased. I am helpless in my inability to deny
them their plastic, and may-

be it isn’t my place to judge.
They’re just regular shoppers, and I’m just a regular
cashier. I wasn’t hired to be
a proponent for environmentalism.
However, this recurring
bag usage has really begun
to strike me every time I
work. Each shift, I wonder:
“How many bags have I used
today?” I wonder why people buy organic, fair-trade
or biodegradable goods only
to have me throw them into
plastic. I wonder how much
my store spends on ordering these bags, assembled
and boxed by the hundreds.
I wonder if shoppers realize
we have a reusable bag discount and then wonder why
they don’t utilize it. I feel
guilty when I think about the
amount of plastic waste facilitated by my job.
Unrestrained plastic use is
one of many wasteful practices found in big box stores.
It’s genuinely unfathomable
— the amount of food and
damaged items thrown away
on a daily basis. It would
be nice if the U.S. followed
France’s footsteps and required supermarkets to donate unsold food for charity or usage in animal feed
and composts. We’re not all
policy makers or corporate
CEOs. We can’t make national or company-wide decisions regarding food waste
or bag banning. What we can
do is change consumer behavior to promote environ-

mentalism.
On an individual level, we
can do our best to shop more
consciously. Fight against
our cultural issue of materialism and our need to “have
it all.” Try not to buy excessive amounts of food that you
won’t end up eating before
expiration dates. Scour your
local thrift stores for secondhand furniture, clothing,
shoes or books. Bring your
own bags when you shop,
and encourage your friends
and family to do the same.
It isn’t necessary to radically
change your lifestyle if you
don’t want to. However, it’s
good to be aware that changing small aspects in your
shopping habits will save
money and simultaneously
lessen your impact on the environment.
It is so important to know
the power you have as a consumer. A person who uses reusable bags saves around 350
to 500 plastic bags from entering the environment every
year. They lessen the amount
of waste they contribute to
landfills and oceans. There
are always choices: you can
make your cashier put your
24-pack of toilet paper into
what is the plastic equivalent
of a duffel bag, or you can be
a sensible, environmentally-friendly shopper. For the
love of all that remains pure
and unlittered in this world,
I implore you to choose the
latter.
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We Shouldn’t Discredit Certain Majors
Brooke Bailey
Contributor
We’re all aware of the
stereotype that business students have it easy. According
to the 2011 National Survey
of Student Engagement,
business students study the
least — just 14 hours a week.
The survey also suggests that
engineering students study
the most at 19 hours per
week. But that research is far
from the point. The amount
of hours you study per week
doesn’t matter and shouldn’t
be the test to assess the difficulty of a subject. Certain
people consider their major
difficult because it requires
heavy amounts of essays,

reading and critical thinking,
not tests. Other students believe their major is difficult
because it demands in-class
discussions and an intimidating amount of participation.
It is a personal judgement.
Certain majors, like business, education or majors
within the humanities are
usually deemed “easy.” But
who has the right to judge
the work and effort of other students, besides those
students themselves? My
sister is an early-childhood
education student. If I didn’t
witness her homework and
studies firsthand, I would
probably assume that it was
an easy field of study. How
difficult can it be to babysit

a bunch of kids, right? That
idea could not be farther
from the truth.
My sister and other students in this program are being taught how to teach children, not to babysit them.
Early-childhood educators
are not babysitters. In fact,
the National Association
for the Education of Young
Children expresses that “early childhood” is the period in
life that children go through
the most rapid phase of cognitive growth and development. These years are critical for children, and these
early-childhood educators
are faced with a daunting,
but rewarding challenge.
Homework for these pro-

grams includes reading, interpreting and writing about
many different studies regarding children, as well as
mastering important communication skills and core
subjects. That is not easy
work. I could write similarly for every college degree
offered. Every field of study
is important, just as each is
challenging. It is not fair to
assume that just because a
program does not involve
science or math related topics, it is easy.
I cannot imagine spending four years of my college
career studying anything
math or science related —
I’ve struggled with these
topics for as long as I can

remember. Thinking about
the amount of memorization, formulas, labs and
definitions these subjects
entail gives me a headache.
I couldn’t do it. But I also
couldn’t be a business student either. Discussing and
reading about subjects like
finances and the economy in
such a broad view is not my
forte. I’m not patient enough
to be an education student,
and my non-artsy and matter-of-fact mind would find
it difficult to excel in most
humanity fields. I can find
personal difficulties in all
majors, including my own.
This proportionate thinking should be applied to
learning in general. College

is difficult no matter what
degree a student pursues —
it is voluntary higher education. This is not high school.
There are no distinct levels of difficulty among the
course topics offered. The
bar has been raised uniformly; there is a certain expectation and necessary thinking
across the board. Even students who are undecided in
their field are busy working
on assignments for general
education classes. Do not
ever assume that students
have unchallenging curriculums based on their areas of
study, joking or not. Difficulty is not something that can
simply be presumed by the
name of a branch of study.

Courtesy of Caitlin Burman
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Diversions
Across
1. Possessive pronoun
5. Some recyclables
9. Cheer for Pavarotti
14. Vaulted space
15. Substitute spread
16. Secondhand tire,
perhaps
17. Stay in the shadows
20. Qualm
21. By what means
22. Snuggery
23. Green peg
24. Ivory ticklers
26. Stay in the shadows
(with 45-Across)
30. Former first lady’s
maiden name
31. Part of a royal flush
32. Utility company’s
measurement
36. Word with shell or on
37. Tenderfoot’s org.
38. Demolitionist’s charge
40. ___, Daman and Diu
(until 1987)

Crossword

41. Check line
43. ‘’Well, lookee here!’’
44. Forfeiture
45. See 26-Across
49. Monte Carlo game
52. Cohort of Luke and
Leia
53. Historical period
54. Ms. Vance, to Lucy
55. Word in some newspaper names
59. Stay in the shadows
62. Explorer Polo
63. Muck
64. Goofs up
65. Comparatively cagey
66. Means justifiers
67. Inadvisable action
Down
1. Tibetan oxen
2. Cartel since 1960,
briefly
3. Mouse manipulator
4. Purported

5. Is successful in a
lawsuit
6. Natural balm
7. Spanking follower
8. First name among
Italian leading ladies
9. Certain power failure
10. Rink whistle-blower,
briefly
11. Hydrochloric and
boric
12. Gentleman’s gentleman
13. Begins admitting
customers
18. Mimicker
19. Loud burst of laughter
24. Autograph hound’s
necessity
25. Unknown factors
26. It’s part of the flight
27. Roman raiment
28. Uptight
29. Grassy field
33. Atwitter
34. ‘’Jeepers!’’

35. Steinbeck title direction
37. Comportment
38. Howe’er
39. Polite decline
42. And so on, for short
43. Pick a card, say
44. Centers and guards,
e.g.
46. Filmdom’s Brockovich
47. Barbaric
48. Work-shy
49. Road shoulders
50. ‘’It’s been ___ pleasure’’
51. Toyota model
55. Benevolent
56. Bilbao bull
57. Reason for signaling
58. Exxon precursor
60. Snoopy, in his fantasies
61. Alternative to ‘’smoking’’

onlinecrosswords.net. Answer key located on A5

Word Search: Spring
ALLERGIES
APRIL
BASEBALL
BEES
CROCUSES
CYCLAMENS
DAFFODILS
DANDELIONS
EASTER
EQUINOX
FLOWERS
FROGS
GOLF
GRASS
GREEN
GROWTH
IRISES
LILIES
MARCH
MAY
NEW LEAVES
PLANTING

RAIN
RENEWAL
ROBINS
SEASON
SNOWMELT
SOFTBALL
SPRING BREAK
SPRING CLEANING
TULIPS
WARMER
WET

XKCD

By Randall Munroe

puzzles.ca. Answer key located on A5

Sudoku
Each row, column and 3x3 square must have numbers 1 - 9 in any order, but each digit can only
appear once. There is only one correct answer.
Difficulty level: Medium

xkcd.com

Cyanide & Happiness

By Dave McElfatrick

puzzles.ca. Answer key located on A5

Word Scramble: Spring
1. MSOSOBL

7. LETM

2. WRAM

8. NPTAL

3. RBSID

9. HCATH

4. OFDAIDLF

10. IPNCCI

explosm.net

5. WOGR
1. BLOSSOM 2. WARM 3. BIRDS 4.
DAFFODIL 5. GROW 6. FLOWERS 7. MELT
8. PLANT 9. HATCH 10. PICNIC

6. OWESFRL

sciencekids.co.nz

Flip this page for
puzzle answers
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Baseball’s struggles
continue, drops eighth
consecutive contest
Timothy Rocha
Staff Writer
Just when it looked like
it couldn’t get any worse
for the Black Bears, Stony
Brook’s baseball team managed to overwhelm Maine
in both games of a doubleheader on Saturday. In the
first match of the day, Stony
Brook pummeled Maine
11-0, scoring all their runs
within a three inning span.
In the second game, a last
ditch effort helped the Seawolves steal the 2-1 victory
after four tied innings.
With their eighth consecutive loss, the Black Bears
fall to 5-20 overall, while
holding a bleak 0-5 mark
within America East games.
On the other hand, the home
victories raise Stony Brook
to 10-12 on the year, with
a 3-1 tally inside of conference games.
In the first game, the
Black Bears allowed the
Seawolves to score 11 runs
in the matter of three innings. For the Seawolves,
third-year catcher David
Real went up to bat four
times, getting three hits
and three runs. Though he
only stepped up to the plate
twice, second-year infielder
Bobby Honeyman snagged
two runs. At bat three times,
third-year infielder Jeremy Giles grabbed two hits
along with two runs. In total, Stony Brook managed
to outhit Maine 10-8 in the
contest.
Second-year pitcher Justin Courtney saw the majority of action for the Black
Bears on the mound, earning
the start and pitching six innings. During that time, he
allowed four hits, four runs
and forced seven strikeouts.
Surprisingly,
fourth-year
pitcher Logan Fullmer, who
received student-athlete of
the week honors last weekend, did not see any action
during the first game. For
Stony Brook, fourth-year
pitcher Chad Lee saw six innings of work, giving away
four hits, no runs and forcing seven strikeouts.
After five scoreless innings for both teams, the
Seawolves stole the show
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at the bottom of the sixth
inning. It all started when
Real hit a triple to right
field. When Giles hit a single, Real capped off his
trip to home plate, getting
the first run of the game. A
few plays later, second-year
infielder Andruw Gazzola
hit a single to center field,
letting Giles score a run of
his own. Near the end of the
inning, fourth-year infielder
Johnny Caputo hit a groundball past first base, allowing
third-year outfielder Toby
Handley to finish a run. At
the end of the sixth inning,
the Seawolves found themselves holding a 3-0 advantage.
Stony Brook refused to
slow down as Honeyman
opened the bottom of the
seventh by snagging his first
run of the day. This happened when all the bases
were loaded and Handley
forced a walk. Moments later, Real got his second run of
the game on a wild pitch. On
the throwing error, Gazzola
stole second, allowing both
Handley and Giles to make
it home. Then, Caputo hit a
sacrifice fly to center field,
letting Gazzola get to home
plate. After the seventh inning, the Seawolves held a
commanding 8-0 lead.
At the bottom of the
eighth, Stony Brook continued their assault. Real
came out swinging, hitting a
double down the right edge
of the diamond, advancing
Honeyman to get to third
base. With a single up the
middle from Giles, Real advanced to third base, while
Honeyman made it home.
Minutes later, Handley hit a
sacrifice fly, which brought
Real home for his third run
of the game. With a single
hit from Caputo, Gazzola
found a way to score. With
Gazzola’s run, the Seawolves took the 11-0 advantage.
At the top of the ninth,
the Black Bears looked for
a much needed score. With
second-year infielder Caleb
Kerbs on first base, firstyear outfielder Colin Ridley
on second and fourth-year
catcher Kevin Stypulkowski on third, the Black Bears

were in an optimal position
to score. However, first-year
infielder Jeremy Pena and
first-year infielder Danny
Casals both struck out, ending Maine’s closest chance
of scoring.
Stony Brook snubs
Maine late with 2-1 victory
In the second game of
the Saturday doubleheader,
Stony Brook stole the show
by scoring in the final inning
of regulation play, beating Maine 2-1. Though the
Black Bears played much
better in the second weekend contest, they failed to
score any runs after the first
inning and were helpless as
the Seawolves broke the tie
in the seventh.
For the Black Bears,
Casals had a solid game.
Casals had three at-bats,
earning one hit and scoring
a single run. For the Seawolves, third-year infielder
Casey Baker grabbed one
hit and one run. In three atbats, Honeyman capitalized
on his one hit to earn an
RBI. By the end, the Seawolves managed to outhit
the Black Bears 7-4 in the
contest.
Fullmer got the start on
the mound for Maine. Playing six innings, he gave up
six hits and a run, while
striking out five batters.
Fourth-year pitcher Tyler
Honahan earned the start
for Stony Brook, playing
four innings, while allowing only two hits and a run.
He also managed to register
three strikeouts.
Things appeared positive
for the Black Bears early on.
At the top of the first, Casals
hit a triple towards the right
side of the field. A couple
batters later, third-year outfielder Tyler Schwanz hit a
sacrifice fly, allowing Casals
to score to give Maine their
lone score of the contest.
After the successful run, it
was all downhill for Maine.
At the bottom of the
first, the Seawolves had a
chance to respond. Fourthyear outfielder Jack Parenty stood on second base,
while Handley possessed
third. However, the next
Seawolves batter would
strike out, leaving Stony

three on back-to-back bases
loaded walks by Carlson and
third-year first basemen Maddie Moore.
Rhode Island answered
with a run of their own thanks
to a second-inning sacrifice-fly by second-year right
fielder Paige Julich who batted in fourth-year first basemen Taylor Archer to cut the
deficit to 3-1 after two innings.
Maine regained their threerun lead in the top of the third
thanks to a Moore single down
the line that brought in thirdyear catcher Rachel Harvey to
put Maine ahead 4-1.
The Rams responded again
with another one-run inning in
the bottom of the third on an
Archer RBI double to center
field. Cutting the Maine lead
back down to two again.
It seemed as if Maine
would run away with this
game easily after a three-run
top of the fourth that put them
on top 7-2. It was fourth-year
catcher Janelle Bouchard who
started off the rally with an
RBI double to left. Bouchard
was batted in shortly after by
Derrick on an RBI single up
the middle. First-year pinch
runner Laurine German’s
heads up baserunning scored
the third run of the inning for
Maine off of a wild pitch and
the Black Bear lead climbed
to 7-2.
There was no quit whatsoever in the Rams. Rhode
Island went off for five runs
in the bottom of the fourth
and tied the game up at 7-7.
Julich was back at the plate
in the fourth, starting off the
Rams comeback with a towering home run to center.
Second-year third basemen
Kylie Shivery was able to
reach safely on a Maine error,
which ended up costing them
two more runs. This was followed by another Maine error,
this time a throwing error that
gave the Rams another two
runs and allowing them to tie
the game after four innings of

play.
Maine regained their lead
in the top of the sixth inning
as they scored two more runs
led by Lennon. Lennon drove
in Harvey on an RBI double
before coming around to score
a run of her own on a Carlson
groundout.
Rhode Island rallied one
last time in the bottom half
of the final inning for three
runs. Julich drove in her third
run of the game to chop down
the Maine lead to just one run.
Fourth-year shortstop Olivia Hendricks then singled to
score Julich and tie the game
up at 9-9. Third-year second baseman Ali Summers
stepped up to the plate with
the game on the line and
played the role of hero by hitting the walk off RBI single
to left field that completed the
Rams epic comeback victory
10-9.
Maine let the game slip
away late in tragic fashion at
the end. Maine falls to 11-12
this season, while Rhode Island progresses to 10-13. The
Black Bears will begin America East play when they travel
to Stony Brook on Saturday
for a doubleheader that starts
at 1 p.m.
Stony Brook shuts out
Maine 4-0
Maine opened up conference play at Stony Brook in a
doubleheader on Saturday afternoon. The Black Bears lost
game one of their Saturday
doubleheader by the score of
4-0 to the Stony Brook Seawolves. Despite having 11
hits on the day and a Stony
Brook error, Maine failed to
cross home plate in the contest.
Stony Brook’s fourth-year
starting pitched Jane Sallen
wasn’t unsolvable on the day,
but certainly good enough as
she pitched 6.0 shutout innings against the Black Bears
en route to her eighth win (810) on the season. Sallen allowed six hits, four walks and
struck out three. Second-year
closing pitcher Maddy Neales completed the shutout
by pitching a quick one, two,
three inning in the bottom of

the seventh and earned the
save for the Seawolves.
Flowers took home the
loss for the Black Bears.
Flowers hot streak came to an
end on Saturday in the loss to
Stony Brook. She hurled 4.0
innings, allowing four earned
runs on six hits and three
walks with only one strikeout.
Flowers didn’t help her own
cause out either on defense
by recording the lone error on
the afternoon for Maine. Second-year relief pitcher Annie
Kennedy was very impressive in 2.0 innings of work by
keeping the Seawolves bats
quite the remainder of the
game and not allowing a single base runner.
It was the Seawolves
second-year third basemen
Chelsea Evans who stole the
show on a three-run home
run to dead center in the bottom of the first inning. Evans
put the Seawolves ahead by a
comfortable margin and that
proved to be all they needed to
come out victorious. Fourthyear catcher Allie Pisciotta
provided the other Seawolves
RBI with a single to left field
that scored fourth-year second
basemen Patty Borges to put
Stony Brook on top 4-0.
Maine’s second-year right
fielder Erika Leonard was the
lone bright spot on offense for
the Black Bears in game one
of the double-header. Leonard
reached base three times as
she went 2-for-3 with a walk.
Her second hit was double to
the left-center gap in the top of
the sixth but the Black Bears
offense failed to score her.
After dropping game one
of the double-header Maine
falls to 11-13 this season and
0-1 in America East play.
Stony Brook’s overall record
improves to 11-16 and 3-1
in America East action. The
Black Bears look to get even
with the Seawolves when the
two teams square off for game
two.
look to stay hot when they
finally get to play their home
opener on Thursday, April 7 in
a double-header against Bryant with first pitch scheduled
for 1 p.m.

Brook unable to capitalize
on with runners in scoring
position. The first inning
ended with the Black Bears
up by a score of 1-0.
At the bottom of the
second inning, the Seawolves found an answer
to the Black Bears’ initial
score. It started when Baker opened the inning with
a walk to first. First-year
outfielder Dylan Resk laid
a bunt, allowing Baker to
make it to second. Mo-

ments later, Baker managed to steal third. With a
ground ball from Honeyman, Casey bolted to home
plate, finishing off the
play. With the score, the
Seawolves tied the game
up 1-1.
The game remained tied
until the bottom of the seventh inning. After starting
six innings, Fullmer was
pulled and replaced by second-year pitcher John Arel,
a decision that very well

could have sealed the fate
of the Black Bears. Right
off the bat, Honeyman capitalized on the new pitcher,
hitting a single to center
field. After a bunt from Caputo, Honeyman managed
to make it to second base.
After a wild pitch moments
later, Honeyman found
himself on third. Giles ended the game when he hit
into a fielder’s choice, allowing Honeyman to score
and end the contest.
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Baseball
Black Bears drop two more
Maine continues
to struggle against
conference opponents
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Softball splits series with URI, Stony Brook
Spencer Bergholtz
Staff Writer
The University of Maine
softball team split a pair of
doubleheaders over the week
against Rhode Island and
Stony Brook. After the week
of action, Maine moves to 1213 on the season. Maine destroyed Rhode Island in game
one 9-0 before dropping a pair
of games, one to the Rams and
one to Stony Brook, before rebounding on the back half of
the doubleheader against the
Seawolves with a 6-2 victory.
Black Bears pummel
Rams 9-0 in front end of
doubleheader
Maine’s second-year starting pitcher Molly Flowers
picked up right where she
left off from her last complete
game one earned run outing,
propelling the Black Bears to
a 9-0 slaughtering on Wednesday afternoon at Rhode Island
in the first game of the double
header.
Flowers has been on fire
lately and produced another
phenomenal outing for the
Black Bears, picking up the
shutout victory, improving her
record to 7-5 this year. Flowers threw 5.0 innings, allowing just three hits and fanned
three Rhode Island batters.
Third-year relief pitcher Nikki Misner came in the sixth

inning to seal the deal with
2.0 shutout innings of work.
Misner and the Maine defense
held it down the last two innings of the game, completing
the 9-0 Black Bears blowout
victory.
The Black Bears offense
cut right to the chase in game
one of the double header,
scoring three runs in the top
of the first inning. First-year
infielder Maddie Decker got
the ball rolling for Maine as
she reached on an error to
score second-year right fielder Erika Leonard for the first
run of the game. Third-year
shortstop Felicia Lennon then
ripped a single down the left
field line to bring in two more
Maine runs, extending the
Black Bear lead to 3-0.
Lennon struck again in
the top of the third inning on
a two-run homer to push the
Black Bears advantage to 5-0.
In the fourth inning, thirdyear catcher Rachel Harvey
kept the offense going when
her hard hit single scored firstyear second basemen Meghan
Royle and second-year centerfielder Rachel Carlson to
make it a 7-0 Black Bear lead.
Harvey and first-year third
basemen Alyssa Derrick both
added to the fun by both going deep for solo home runs in
the top of the seventh to add
on a couple more insurance

The Black Bears started off the week strong before dropping a pair of games to conference opponents.

runs for Maine, rounding out
the scoring at nine on the first
game of the double header.
Following the victory, the
Black Bears improve to 11-11
on the season and the Rhode
Island Rams see their record
drop to 10-13.
Rams battle back to top
Black Bears 10-9

In game two of the doubleheader it first looked as
if it would be the same story
between Maine and Rhode
Island after the Black Bears
jumped out to a first inning
3-0 lead. However, it ended
up completely opposite of the
first game as the Rhode Island
Rams battled back from an

early deficit and won the contest 10-9.
The Black Bears were
swinging the bats well all
game long, producing all
types of offense with consistent base runners and timely
hits. Unfortunately it was the
Black Bears defense, recording four defensive errors that

File Photo

ultimately ended up costing
them in such a closely contested game.
Derrick started off the
scoring by reaching on a fielder’s choice that scored firstyear third basemen Meghan
Royle. Maine’s lead grew to
See Softball on A9

Track and Field kick off outdoor season
Lance Lajoie
Contributor
The University of Maine
men’s and women’s outdoor
track and field teams opened
the 2016 season on Saturday,
despite the rainy weather. The
Black Bears played host to
the University of New Hampshire (UNH) Wildcats and
the Bates College Bobcats of
Lewiston, Maine.
Due to the inclement
weather, the pole vault, high
jump, triple jump and long
jump were moved inside
to the New Balance Field
House, while all other events
took place outside as scheduled at the Beckett Family
Track and Field Complex.
On the men’s side, UNH
took first place with 143 total points, followed by Maine
with 132 and Bates with 105.
The Black Bears’ second
place finish was highlighted
by fourth-year runner Jake
Leithiser, who picked up an
individual win in the 400-meter run with a time of 40.06.
Leithiser was also a part of
the 4x400 relay team that
took first place with a time
of 3:20.92. The relay team
also included fellow fourthyears Michael Lucas and
Tyler Martin, as well as firstyear Tucker Corbett. Corbett,
who anchored the relay. Second-year Kelby Mace took
first in the javelin throw with
a launch of 51.44 meters.

The Black Bears saw
some success in the jumping
events as well, picking up two
first place victories, with a
slew of second place finishes.
Fourth-year Julian Hubbard
illustrated his athleticism by
taking the victory in the long
jump with a leap of 6.41 meters. Third-year Asaad Hicks
took first in the high jump,
clearing 1.98 meters. Martin
showed his versatility by taking second in the high jump
behind Hicks. Second-year
Steven Longfellow hopped,
skipped and jumped his way
to a second-place finish with
a mark of 13.15 meters in
the triple jump. Second-year
thrower Jeremy Frantz took
second in the shot put with
a distance of 14.13 meters.
Third-year Devin Burgess
earned a second-place finish
in the pole vault, clearing a
height of 4.27 meters.
Other notable Black Bear
finishers in the track events
were Lucas who took second
in the 400-meter hurdles with
a time of 55.45. Second-year
sprinter Garrett Johnson
ran the 100-meter dash in
11.53, good enough for second-place. Second-year Jesse
Orach showed his endurance
picking up a second-place
finish in the 5,000-meter with
a time of 15:03.87, just over
two seconds behind the winner.
On the women’s side, the
Black Bears posted nine first

place victories en route to
winning the three-team meet.
Maine finished with 149.50
points, followed by UNH
with 130 points and Bates
with 85.50 points.
Third-year thrower Ashley
Donohoe had an outstanding
first meet picking up a victory in the shot put, second
in the discus and third in the
hammer throw. Her distances were 11.71 meters, 37.68
meters and 44.68 meters, respectively. Due to the scoring format, only the top two
finishers from each school in
each event can earn countable
points, therefore, Donohoe’s
mark in the hammer throw
did not net the Black Bears
any points to their team total.
Fourth-year Robyn McFetters
took first in the event with a
throw of 58.57 meters followed by fellow fourth-year
Emily Boardman who was
marked at 47.55 meters.
The first-place for McFetters in the hammer throw
builds off of what has already
been a remarkable career
as a Black Bear. McFetters,
who hails from Barrington,
R.I., holds the school record
for the hammer throw with a
mark of 60.50 meters. She set
the record at last years’ Penn
Relays. McFetters holds the
top three spots on the UMaine
Women’s Outdoor Track &
Field All-Time Records list.
McFetters was pleased
with her performance in the

first event of her final season.
“Going into the meet, I
felt ready. I have been training hard and I am very happy
with how my season opened,”
McFetters said.
Despite the rainy weather,
McFetters added that she was
glad the season opener was at
home, as it was nice to have
her friends and family cheering her on. When asked of her
personal goals for the season,
McFetters added that she
hopes to qualify for nationals
this year.
“I have made it to regionals, which is the top 48 throwers from the East Coast a few
times, but nationals will the
next step for me,” McFetters
explained. Nationals showcases the top 12 throwers
from the East and West regions.
Third-year Teal Jackson of
Brewer picked up three victories in the meet. The speedy
Jackson won the 400 meters (58.51), the 200 meters
(26.24) and was the third leg
in the 4x100 relay team that
won the event with a time of
48.59. The other members of
the relay team were first-years
Ariel Clachar and Lauren
Magnuson, as well as the anchor, fourth-year Jaclyn Masters. Masters also improved
her impressive pole vaulting
career by taking first-place in
the event, clearing 3.81 meters. Clachar got her rookie
campaign off to a great start

TWEET US!

adding a first place finish in
the long jump with a mark of
5.50 meters.
Second-year Kaitlin Saulter took first in the 800-meter,
running the event in 2:19.71.
Saulter was also the second
leg of the 4x400 relay team
that clocked in at 4:07.29,
earning the victory for the
Black Bears. Saulter was
joined by third-years Kelsey
Maxim and Ahlin Sungsuwan
and second-year Alexis Dietrich.
In addition to the nine
victories, the Black Bears
picked up a handful of second-place finishes. These included Maxim in the 800-meter (2:21.77), Masters in the
200-meter (26.68), first-year
Lucia Guarnieri in the triple
jump (10.99 meters), thirdyear Grace MacLean in the
100-meter hurdles (15.41),
second-year Grace Macura in
the 400-meter (59.21), firstyear Brianna DeGone in the
javelin throw (33.77 meters)
and fourth-year Annabelle
Wilson in the 5,000-meter
(18:28.33).
Another notable event of
the meet was the track debut
of third-year Eve Boissonneault, who has spent the past
three seasons as a member of
the women’s hockey team,
most recently the 2015-2016
campaign where she served
as an alternate captain. Boissonneault, who is making the
transition from the ice to the

track, says she has always enjoyed running and been passionate about it.
“I’ve always been focused
on hockey and now that I’m
not playing anymore, I’ve decided to train for tack since I
love doing it and have time
to do it now,” Boissonneault
said.
Boissonneault added that
she enjoys the individual aspect of track.
“Because hockey is a team
sport, it was important to do
your part and be in position to
help your teammates. In track,
the only thing I need to focus
on now is being mentally prepared to push through my legs
burning. There is much less
attention to detail, you just go
out as hard as you can,” Boissonneault said.
Boissonneault posted a
time of 2:26.97 in the 800-meter and said she hopes to lower
that time to around 2:23. The
last time Boissonneault ran
was in high school, where her
personal record was 2:20.
The men’s and women’s
team will have a short week
to train and recover before
they return to action in what
will be a busy weekend filled
with traveling and competition. The two squads will
travel to Florida for the Miami
Hurricane Invitational on Friday, April 8 and then to New
Hampshire for the Maine and
Holy Cross meet the following afternoon.
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Journalism gives
good ‘Faces’

Bandcamp.com

Anthony Panciocco
Editor in Chief
Brooklyn, N. Y.’s band
Journalism released their
first full-length album last
month in “Faces,” a cohesively made project for a
young band. The group offers a post-punk vibe that
gives the album a distinct
personality.
The
album
starts
out strong, as the first
two songs, “Faces” and
“Watching & Waiting,”
are the two best on the album. The song “Faces” is
a fantastic blend of melody and lyricism that work
together perfectly.
The band’s lead singer, Kegan Zema, uses the
quiet, drowned-out sound
of his voice on the track to
match the lyrics, “Playing
rock ‘n’ roll, no one hears
the words.” For a band
from Brooklyn, competing with other bands while
finding their voice, this
track is a perfect introduction to the album and band
as a whole.
The album is a full-bodied experience that works
well both lyrically and
instrumentally, though it
takes a few listens to get
the full effect of the album. The muffled, hypnotic vocals that appear on
nearly every track make it
easy to get lost in the instrumental, though the lyrics become more prevalent
the more you listen to it.
One of the only issues
with “Faces” is its length.
While it’s certainly possible to make a complete
project in eight songs, the
35-minute album feels as
though it could use another couple of songs to
round it out. Perhaps this
is a product of making
good music and leaving listeners yearning for

from A12
leave events like this
without two or three story
ideas,” Kingsbury said.
At other colleges and
universities where Kingsbury has spoken, students
have actually pitched story ideas that were later assigned and published.

RESTAURANT

‘Batman v Superman: Dawn
of Justice’ trips on its cape
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more, which is certainly
not the worst problem to
have. With that being said,
eight good songs is better
than 11 decent ones.
The album is wellpaced, giving listeners
quiet, reserved moments
to accompany loud, bombastic ones, oftentimes on
the same track. This is best
highlighted on the album’s
closing track, “Naked.”
It appears at first as if the
album may end contrary
to its beginning, brooding and introspective with
a soft guitar highlighting
the lyrics “You might die
young before you make
it, you might just feel like
you are naked,” before it
switches gears on a dime
as heavy drums kick in
and the album ends with a
bang.
The middle of the album runs together at times,
both to its benefit and detriment. Journalism doesn’t
stray from the sound that
makes them fun, using
drum-heavy tracks and frequent guitars to keep the
attention of listeners as the
album progresses. On the
other hand, it could grow
old to those who aren’t
already fans of post-punk
music.
Journalism is an exciting young band, which
they show on their first full
album. “Faces” marks the
beginning of what could
be something special as
they grow and develop as
a band.

“I do it, also, because
diversity in our newsroom is really important
… meaning both racial diversity but also socio-economic diversity, making
sure that people feel like
they can get a foot in the
door, and that they can
bring their backgrounds
and their own opinions but
also, you know, their skill
set to our newsroom … I

Nathaniel Trask
Staff Writer

Blaze isn’t all that hot

tripadvisor.com
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Theresa Shortt
Contributor

Out of the superhero
films that have come out
in recent years, none have
featured two big players
from two different franchises pitted against each
other in a heated battle of
strength and dominance.
Falling behind “Deadpool” as the most anticipated superhero film
so far in 2016, “Batman
v Superman: Dawn of
Justice” brought its own
brand of action and heroism, and while many fans
expected it to be a great
film, there are many pitfalls that need mentioning.
Playing the billionaire playboy of Gotham
Bruce Wayne/Batman is
Ben Affleck, who seems
to do a better job than the
former star of “The Dark
Knight” trilogy Christian
Bale. Henry Cavill reprises his role as Superman, whom he previously portrayed in the 2013
film “Man of Steel.” Amy
Adams also returns to star
as Daily Planet journalist
and Clark Kent’s lover Lois Lane. Both give
wonderful acting performances in their respective roles, but the most
interesting character was
that of Lex Luthor, Superman’s longtime nemesis. Jesse Eisenberg
portrays Luthor as a psychotic criminal mastermind looking to destroy
Superman by pitting him
against Batman, and the
way he carries himself on
the screen is menacing,
yet intriguing and unpredictable. This is certainly
an effective performance
that helps carry a slow
and dreary plot line.
After the opening
credits, the largest problems that the film has
occurs, in that if you did
not watch “Man of Steel”
immediately before walking into the cinema, you
will certainly be lost. It
jumps right into the action, which would not
be a problem if there
wasn’t a lack of context
as to what is going on.
Once that ends, the movie zooms forward in time
18 months. From here on,
you may struggle to as-

certain why Batman has
hypothetically
labeled
Superman as “public enemy #1.” It’s not until
later on that all questions
are answered.
Another basic issue
is the length of the film.
According to IMDb.com,
the movie is 151 minutes
in length, which could
have been greatly reduced if several unnecessary action sequences
were removed. Let’s just
say that long movies are
great as long as they are
not boring.
The addition of Wonder Woman was a nice
touch by the writers.
First appearing in 1941,
Wonder Woman has been
a longtime fan favorite
of DC Comics’ franchises. She is portrayed by
Israeli actress Gal Gadot
in this film.
Besides the crafty
decision to put two bigname superheroes in battle with each other, which
has happened in comics a
few times before, the film
followed the same story
arcs that we’ve seen before in other franchises,
including ones produced
by their cross-genre rival
Marvel Comics. It’s time
for something fresh —
which will require more
work — but will make
this duo and accompanying characters survive for
a good time.
To sum up, “Batman
v Superman: Dawn of
Justice” has some good
elements, but ultimately
falls short of everyone’s
expectations. It yielded
plenty of good emotions
but generally stunk up
the superhero film genre.
This might be good for
viewers, though, because
seeing the bad side of
DC Comics may prepare
us for one of the year’s
biggest expected hits,
“Suicide Squad,” which
will make it’s debut on
Aug. 5.

Nestled in the heart of
downtown Bangor at 18
Broad St., Blaze is a visual
standout. A small eating area
surrounds the entrance, a
place I’m sure will be a comfortable lunch spot in the upcoming warmer months.
The inside is cramped, but
on a slower night is a cozy
place to catch a drink. The
two large flat screen TVs
permanently fixed on sports
stations seem out of place
except on game nights. The
decor is a mix of exposed
brick, deep red and black. It’s
certainly more stylish than
your average sports bar. The
large brick oven is an inviting
sight.
Separate from the bar
there is a small dining room
with a space for live music.
This isn’t a place I’d recommend for a first date — if the
restaurant is even at half capacity, you’re guaranteed to
be in somebody’s way and
unable to hear the person
sitting across from you. The
placement of the bathroom
is unfortunate, right next to
where the waitstaff tallies up
orders, sets up trays and grabs
glasses. It’s nearly impossible
to use the restroom without
feeling like a nuisance.
It’s a vote of confidence in
a dish when it’s named after
the restaurant that makes it. I
decided to try out the Blaze
Burger ($14). It’s an oak-fired
burger made of grass-fed
beef and topped with smoked
mozzarella, caramelized onions, stout mustard, Blaze
barbecue sauce and a fried
duck egg. Sounds delicious,
right? It is, if you’re willing to
wear a bib. The egg was fried
over-easy and soaked the entire burger once the top bun
was perched on it. In order to
enjoy this burger you’d really
have to love mustard as well.
I mean love it. The bottom
bun was covered in a thick
layer of unground mustard
seeds that were so potent I
tasted nothing else. Between
the eggy mess and the bombardment of mustard, I had to
ditch the bottom of the burger
entirely.
The burger fiasco would
have been more easily dealt
with if I had more napkins.
The waitstaff was great —
when they were there, that is.
It was a fairly busy evening,
but I felt my table was defi-

like to just meet a lot of
people,” Kingsbury said.
Sheeler gives public talks similar to those
during Pulitzer Week five
or six times a year.
“I just hope that students realize that these
stories
do
resonate,”
Sheeler said in a telephone interview. “They
[stories waiting to be told]
will always be there. We

will always need people to
tell these stories … people
have always been driven
to listen to stories, and we
need people to tell them. I
was in the same spot that
they [aspiring journalists]
were … 30 years ago. As
long as you have the drive
and the caring and the
ability to listen, than you
can do this too.”
After their presen-

tations, each journalist
encouraged students to
email them with any further questions. Kingsbury
even said she’d be happy
to receive story pitches.
Nutt ended one of her
talks by explaining why
she loves being a journalist.
“When you’ve opened
up someone’s eyes [with
the story you wrote] …

C
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nitely left to fend for itself for
large portions of time.
In order to try something
a little unique off the menu,
I decided to give the scallop
tacos ($16) a shot. Stuffed
with kimchi, plum salsa and
wonton strips, a lot of flavor
was packed into each bite.
Unfortunately the packaging,
relatively bland corn tortillas,
tasted almost stale. The scallops were expertly cooked
though, seared by a chef who
knew what they were doing.
If it hadn’t been for the tortillas it would have been excellent.
Each dish I ordered came
with a side, so I was presented
with both a salad and a cone of
duck fat fries. The salad was
fresh, generously portioned
and topped with a delicious
housemade dressing. My other side was unfortunately not
as well prepared. The fries
would have been delicious, if
they had been hot and fresh.
My sad cone of house-cut
potato fries looked like they
were the last of a batch.
For dessert, I chose the
blueberry pie gone wild
($7). It was a blueberry, goat
cheese and basil-filled dessert with a sugared almond
topping, amaretto-blueberry coulis, whipped cream
and a fried basil leaf. What
sounded delectable on paper
and looked great on the plate
turned out to be a disappointment. I couldn’t help but wonder if perhaps they had meant
to warm it and forgot. It tasted
as though it had been sitting in
a refrigerator for some time,
and the textures all blended
together so nothing in particular stood out. The sugared
almond topping was a lost
opportunity for an addition of
crunch, and instead absorbed
into the other flavors.
Blaze would be a great
place to grab a beer and
watch a game or catch up
with friends. It offers a brunch
menu I’d be curious to investigate. But for now, Blaze
seems to have some great
ideas that just aren’t being
brought to their potential.
you can’t help but be
changed by the people you
meet and the stories you
tell,” Nutt said. “You’ll be
a richer person for it.”
For more information
on “Final Salute,” “Service Not Included” or
“The Wreck of the Lady
Mary,” or to read the stories in full, visit www.pulitzer.org.

Culture

Featured Review

“Blaze Isn’t That Hot”

Bangor’s hottest-named
restaurant can’t take the heat.
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Pulitzer Prize winners visit, sow
seeds of wisdom for Pulitzer Week

What’s happening in
and around Orono
this week

Taryn Lane
Contributor
“If this lede was a movie, and the opening scene
is tracking … where is
that camera going?” Jim
Sheeler posed to a classroom full of journalism
students, each hanging
onto his every word.
Sheeler is the winner of
the 2006 Pulitzer Prize in
Feature Writing for “Final
Salute,” a 12,000-word
story about fallen soldiers and the families they
leave behind. Janet Maslin
of The New York Times
praised “Final Salute” in
2008, saying the story was
“One of the great underreported stories of the Iraq
war.” Sheeler is currently
a professor at Case Western Reserve University in
Cleveland, Ohio.
Imagine the students’
excitement when such a
writer sat in their classroom in Orono, Maine,
answered their questions
and bestowed wisdom.
Sheeler is one of three
Pulitzer
Prize-winning
journalists who visited the
University of Maine this
past week. Sheeler was
joined by Amy Ellis Nutt
of the Washington Post
and Kathleen Kingsbury
of the Boston Globe.
Kingsbury was the
2015 recipient of the Pulitzer Prize in Editorial
Writing for her expose
of the seemingly corrupt
restaurant industry called
“Service Not Included.”
In her series, she highlighted the true cost of inexpensive menu items, as
well as wage inequality.
She is now the Ideas Editor for the Boston Globe.
Nutt was the 2011 recipient of the Pulitzer
Prize in Feature Writing
for her story about the

go!
Monday, April. 4
Student Art
Exhibition
9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Lord Hall Gallery
Free (ongoing event)
Wednesday, April. 6
Guitar Ensemble
Recital
7:30p.m. - 9:30 p.m.
Minsky Recital
$9 to $25, or
free with student
MaineCard

Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist Amy Ellis Nutt visits with students in Beth Staples’ Feature
Writing class on March 24. Note: Maine Campus writer, Taryn Lane, is pictured at left.

mysterious sinking of a
fishing boat that killed six
men, called “The Wreck
of the Lady Mary.” Nutt is
now a writer on the brain
beat for the Washington
Post.
Nutt recently released
her third book, “Becoming
Nicole: The Transformation of an American Family” in 2015, which follows
transgender teen Nicole
Maines and her family through Maines’ life.
Maines is currently a student at UMaine, and has
facilitated many lectures
in the last few months following the release of “Becoming Nicole.”
“Pulitzer Week,” as it is
called at UMaine, was part
of a centennial celebration
of the Pulitzer Prize itself.
In addition to facilitating class discussions, the
visiting writers ate lunch

with students and gave
presentations in the Wells
Conference Center and at
the Bangor Public Library.
According to the UMaine website, a grant from
the Maine Humanities
Council, support from
the UMaine Humanities
Center and the UMaine
Department of Communication and Journalism’s
Alan Miller Fund for Excellence in Communication and Journalism made
Pulitzer Week possible.
The Alan Miller Fund for
Excellence in Communication and Journalism has
helped to bring journalists to campus for similar
visits since 2007. Among
them is Bettina Boxall,
recipient of the 2009 Pulitzer Prize in Exploratory
Reporting and a UMaine
alumna (Class of 1974).
“Organizers say the

event offers an unprecedented opportunity to
bring multiple Pulitzer
Prize-winning journalists
to the Bangor-Orono area
to participate in public
forums, educate students
and engage residents on
topics of public interest
while impressing upon
the community the essential civic role of quality
journalism,” the UMaine
News blog stated.
Beth Staples, adjunct
professor and news writer
for the Division of Marketing and Communications at UMaine, has a
similar opinion.
“I think it helps students see what’s possible.
We’ve had three incredible journalists and three
incredible people who
are passionate about what
they do,” Staples said. “I
just think that gives stu-

Ian Ligget, Staff

dents something to shoot
for if they’re interested in
pursuing journalism.”
Staples’ Feature Writing class, CMJ 435, was
one of few that was visited
by all three journalists.
For students, Sheeler,
Kingsbury and Nutt each
had unique, but valuable,
advice. At any of the given Pulitzer Week events,
students and community
members could be found
with notebooks and laptops, scribbling and typing notes at the speed of
light.
Sheeler
encouraged
young journalists to always carry a notebook
with them, and to never leave the scene of an
event or interview without
an idea in their head of
how that story will look.
Kingsbury offered the
three questions she always

Thursday, April. 7
New Writing Series:
Joanna Wish
7:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.
A.P.P.E. Space,
IMRC, Stewart
Commons
Free
asks herself before she
writes each piece. Among
Kingsbury’s
questions
were, “Why do this story
now?” Nutt told students
to be voracious readers in
all genres, and to have “a
sense of wonder about the
world.” All three writers
mentioned the importance
of having some sort of online presence as a journalist, including Twitter.
For Kingsbury, these
talks mean even more than
inspiring students.
“I actually never ever
See Pulitzer on A11

Sustainability Carnival educates students and
community on green practices, environment
Aliya Uteuova
Staff Writer
Last Thursday, March
31, the University of Maine
Green Campus Initiative
(GCI) held its second annual Sustainability Carnival in the Memorial Union.
GCI’s mission is “to develop a broad based, student-led effort toward environmental awareness and
stewardship by promoting
sustainable relationships
between the ecological,
economic and social systems on campus and in the
local community,” according to its website.
GCI distributes monthly newsletters called the
“Green Zine,” where people can find useful information about sustainable
living. The group also
participates in the annual
President’s Dinner on the
Mall and in Maine Day
where members sort the
waste accordingly through
Zero-Sort recycling. This
recycling method provides
both economic and envi-

ronmental benefits to the
UMaine community.
More than 60 people
attended last week’s Sustainability Carnival. The
idea for the carnival came
during last year’s GCI’s
meeting when Abby Sennick, who is part of GCI’s
team, received her electricity bill. During the meeting, Sennick and the team
discussed ways to prepare
students who live on campus for paying their own
bills once they move off
campus.
“Being sustainable costs
less than wasting stuff. For
example when you leave
appliances plugged in, you
are still being charged for
electricity that you are not
using. Even if you buy
things that are cheaper, and
you end up wasting them,
you are essentially paying
that money for nothing,”
Sennick shared.
Last year’s carnival was
held in the Wooly Room, in
the Doris Twitchell Allen
Village apartments (DTAV)
because the targeted audi-

UMaine’s Green Campus Initiative hosted its Sustainability Carnival in the Bangor Room of the Memorial Union on March 31.

ence were those who were
about to move off campus.
“We chose that area because students living in
apartments have more control over how much electricity they consume, and
do their own cooking, so
we also gave some budget
cooking skills,” Lori Lom-

mler, supervisor of GCI,
said.
In addition to the location change, this year’s
Sustainability Carnival offered more interactive content. Visitors learned about
meal planning at the financial sustainability table and
hunger in the United States

Maggie Gautrau, Staff

and in the world at the food
and hunger table. Visitors
also made bags from old
T-shirts at the upcycling
table and tasted some local
honey at the bee education
table.
“Today bees are suffering from pesticides, and
they are super important

for pollination,”
Sennick shared.
Bees are the main pollinators of many fruit and nut
crops. For nearly a decade,
bee population in the United States has been dying
off at a dramatic rate — up
to 30 percent per year, according to nonprofit news
outlet Mother Jones. The
cause of this problem is a
class of insecticides called
neonicotinoids. Used in
commercial
agriculture,
these chemicals have lethal
effects on bees.
Sennick contacted local
honey businesses including the Honey Exchange
Spring Break Maple &
Honey.
“The businesses were
super excited and sent us
their promotional information and some of their honey,” Sennick said.
There was also a banner on which people could
sign their names, and share
what they do in order to
Read the rest at
mainecampus.com
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This is all fake. Please don’t freak out.

SCANDAL!
WILL WE EVER RECOVER?

Gnarlz is sent packing as Bananas looks on.

Cause of incessant
dormitory fire alarms
found to be President
Hunter’s mixtape

Courtesy of Bananas T. Bear

Family
Dog owner
announces
new daycare
Sam Shepherd
News Editor

On Sunday, April 3,
The Family Dog’s owner Bob Cutler announced
plans to turn the fire pit
area, which is currently
under construction, into
an indoor daycare.
“It’s really been a
dream of mine for a long
time to open up a full
service bar and daycare,”
Cutler said in an interview.
“The Family Pup” is
currently in the pre-construction phase, but will
include a jungle gym and
a soda bar for children.
There will be waitresses and waiters, who will
double as daycare instructors, to serve drinks
and play board games
with the children.
Cutler said that this is
a convenience for parents, but also an opportunity to expand his marFetty Wap, President Hunter and Robert Dana on the album. Courtesy of Death Row Records
ket..
titled
“Blue
Sky
Paradise,”
The
fire
department
has
“Well, we see a lot of
Anthony Panciocco
which
reportedly
emitted
since
called
for
the
album
parents
coming into their
Editor in Chief
enough heat when played to to be played strictly through bar and talking about
Orono Fire Department set off the smoke detectors.
headphones to limit the risk how they wish they could
announced via press release
“It has come to our at- of damage to campus build- bring their kids,” Cutler
that they had found the cause tention through Soundcloud ings.
said. “Also, you see cigof the recent rash of fire and noise complaints that
UMaine administration arettes being marketed to
alarms afflicting underclass- the cause of the recent fire was quick to respond to the children, why not bars?”
men dorms on the University alarms on campus were not allegations, confirming them.
While the children’s
of Maine campus.
burnt popcorn, but instead
“This is actually my bar will not have a tap
The culprit of these inces- the bars of President Hunt- second mixtape, which list, it will serve virgin
sant alarms was not a person, er,” UMPD and the Orono gets overlooked,” Hunter alternatives and specialbut instead the mixtape of Fire Department said in a said. “I’m glad it’s been so ly brew “beers” for chilPresident Susan Hunter, en- joint statement.
well-received.”
dren. Popular in Japan,

Kodomo no nomimono, literally “children’s
drink,” will be available.
A popular variety is an
apple juice that bubbles
like beer and comes in a
brown glass bottle.
“We want to get kids
familiar with bars at a
young age,” Cutler said.
“We used to have to rely
on the television shows,
like ‘The Simpsons,’ to
do it. Now we can do
this!”
Celebrities have come
out in support of the
combination bar and daycare. Johnny Manziel,
former quarterback for
the Cleveland Browns,
was excited to see how
the plan would go out.
“Because
I’m
a
huge deal, I get a lot
of 18-year-old girls to
come out with me,” Manziel said. “Now I have a
place to leave them when
I go party!”
The permits are being
filed within the month,
according to Cutler.
Cutler also said that
he plans to open a daycare for canines, called
“The Family Doggie
Daycare” for people
who can’t find places for
their animals on nights
and weekends. There
will be a full dog beer
list available, including
Bowser Beer ’s Beefy
Brown Ale and Cock-aDoodle Brew.

Sam Shepherd
News Editor
OH MY GOD.
The gossip world was
hit with TWO bombshells
as photographers caught a
DOUBLE SCANDAL in
the backwoods of Gilead,
Maine.
TMZ
reported
that
Gnarlz, the University of
New Hampshire mascot,
who had been reportedly
hooking up with UMaine’s
mascot for more than a
year, was thrown to the curb
by Bananas!
The Maine Campus
was told by an anonymous
source that the University of Albany Great Dane
was the third person in this
LOVE TRIANGLE.
A series of cryptic tweets
from Bananas foreshadowed this situation, reading “u cant trust any1 these
days” and “i thought u were
the one.” Gnarlz was seen
with a box of his belongings
leaving the quaint cabin.
Students at the University of Maine were stunned
and vocal at the announcement at an impromptu press
conference on Thursday.
“F— UNH!” said one
student at the press conference.
Banana’s spokesperson,
Geoff Dumais made it official that the two were in
fact seeing each other but
now definitely were splitting.
“Banana’s made sure
that he was making the
right decisions after kicking
Gnarlz out,” Dumais said.
“He told me that cheaters
never change, and I think
that’s the safe decision.”
I think we are ALL
SHOCKED at these announcement and we DEFINITELY wish Bananas
well in these very difficult
times!!!
# S TA N D W I T H B A NANAS
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John Lennon,
The Beatles
to perform at
Maine Day
Sam Shepherd
News Editor
The University of Maine
Campus Activities and Student Engagements (CASE)
Director EJ Roach announced on Monday, March
28 that one of the world’s
most successful bands would
be returning in its entirety on
Maine Day, May 4.
The Beatles, who have
not released an album since
“Let It Be” in 1970, will be
the headlining act, performing in the Belgrade Parking
Lot. Students will be given
the opportunity to buy tickets
one week before the show.
John Lennon and George
Harrison, who reportedly
died in 1980 and 2001, respectively, will be performing with the band, per a press
release from CASE.
“We are excited to report
that the world’s most recognizable band will be playing
their first show in over four
decades at the University
of Maine,” the press release
read. “This event will surely
be bigger than anything the
hockey team will do for the
next four decades.”
This comes after many rumors floated around the student body, hearing that pop
band Walk The Moon and
Norwegian DJ Kygo were
possible headliners. While
CASE remained tight-lipped,
prior to this announcement,
Roach addressed the rumors
at the press conference.
“Kygo was a super dope
idea,” Roach said. “Walk
The Moon definitely isn’t as
dope as the Beatles, but they
were a good second choice.
Luckily, John got back to our
email on Saturday.”
“Really, it was super cost
effective too,” Roach added. “During negotiations,
they said that the last time
they performed they got paid
$90,000. So, we were glad to
pay them that.”
Ringo Starr will return
to the area in the summer
of this year, where he will
be performing with his All
Starr Band. It was believed
he would be the first Beatle to perform in the Bangor

metropolitan area before this
landmark announcement.
Paul McCartney has been
in music headlines for his
unusual collaborations with
artists that he would not traditionally fit with, like Travi$ Scott and Kanye West. It
is not known if West will be
at the show.
“I’m fixing Wolves,”
West’s voicemail said when
we reached out to him.
“Don’t ask me for anything.”
Lennon said in a tweet
Monday that he looked forward to performing new
songs that he and George had
been working on during their
lengthy hiatus.
While many students,
aside from non-traditional
students, might not know
the extensive catalog of the
’60s and ’70s rock group,
they are still excited. Tyler
Scott, a second-year business student, was surprised
that UMaine could bring an
act like this to campus.
“I wanted Chief Keef to
come, because he’s a big
time act,” Scott said. “From
what my parents have told
me, the Beatles were pretty
good.”
Alec Peachey, a third-year
construction
management
student, is a little bit more
skeptical of the circumstances surrounding the show.
“I’ve done some research
online,” Peachey said. “I
think we’ve fallen victim to
an elaborate hoax. Paul McCartney has been dead for
well over 20 years, and no
one has noticed the writing
on the wall. Wake up, sheeple.”
“I mean look at him, he
looks like he’s about 30 years
younger than he really is,”
Peachey added. “I heard he
was decapitated. I’m looking
forward to seeing John and
George though.”
While wishing students
a safe and fun time at the
show, Dean of Students Robert Dana was vocal about one
person not being allowed at
the show.
“Yoko Ono is banned
from campus on Maine
Day,” Dana said at a press
conference.

El Toro Wine
Review: Not
for the faint
of heart
Anthony Panciocco
Editor in Chief
The bottle says “El
Toro,” which legend says
means “The Bull” in an old,
forgotten language. The
beautiful, factory-painted
images that adorn the label
are of a bull and a matador,
which send a message: this
isn’t your average bottle of
wine.
I stumbled across Toro
when somebody accidentally left it in the tequila aisle,
an amateur mistake. Upon
opening the bottle, the aroma hit me like nothing had
before: aggressive, wild,
uncontrolled. It was clear
that this was going to be an
experience.
If presentation is everything, then Toro is the Prezi
to all other wine’s PowerPoint. It comes topped with

Monday, April 4, 2016

The Maine Campus-Parody

a small red sombrero atop
the bottle which, while impractical for most hat-wearers apart from Stuart Little,
adds a nice touch to the
branding.
This isn’t a sip-andgossip kind of wine, so if
you’re looking for a more
contained experience, look
elsewhere. This is a sipand-cringe-and-text-yourex kind of wine, which, on
the whole, could be a lot
worse.
That first taste assaulted
my senses in more than one
way: my nose burned along
with my throat as the golden wine took my palate by
surprise. It was unlike anything else, though it left me
longing for more. It took
me to an island — a hazy,
uninhabited, nauseating island … or something.
There isn’t a chocolate or

Orchard Trails rebrands
to remain ‘modern’

The Grove #NoNarks’ new sign.

Sam Shepherd
News Editor
Just a week after The
Grove rebranded to “The
Reserve” after coming under
new management, Orchard
Trails announced on March
30 that they would also be
rebranding to modernize the
apartment complex.
At a short press conference, Wilson Trejo, a
representative from Grand
Campus Living, which is a
division of the Lincoln Property Company based out of
Dallas, said that the change
was necessary.
“The decision to rename
Orchard Trails was difficult
because we wanted to try to
capture the modern nature of
students at the University of
Maine,” Trejo said. “We decided to go with a tradition-

Courtesy of the complex formerly known as OT

al name with a millennial
touch.”
It was announced that
effective on Wednesday, Orchard Trails would be named
“The Grove #nonarcs.”
“The hashtag is really one
of the most modern things
around right now,” Trejo
said. “We also wanted kids
to feel safe having parties
here because there are definitely no narcs.”
“Plus, the media and other
people were always talking
about The Grove, and they
ditched that name,” Trejo
added. “Finder’s keeper’s.”
Management from The
Reserve said that the name
change came as a shock,
but they will be stepping up
their effort to become Orono’s most publicized student apartment complex. In
a phone interview, The Re-

serve’s spokesperson Jessica
Morgan detailed the plan.
“We’ve begun building
another pool and bought a
bunch of kegs for this weekend,” Morgan said. “We’re
going to throw the coolest
party and get so many cops
here that everyone will forget
about The Grove #nonarcs.”
The change has been met
with confusion and disappointment from the residents of Orono, as well as
students living at The Grove
#nonarcs. Fourth-year Casey Libby was mad that the
nights will be even louder.
“Some of us just want a
quiet night on Saturdays,”
Libby said. “That’s why I
send in anonymous tips to
the Orono Police Department every Tuesday about
crazy liquor and cheeseburger parties in Building

12.”
Third-year mass communication student Blake
Huerfano said that she
looked forward to the ample
opportunities to take group
pictures with her friends in
front of all the apartments
who are throwing parties.
“It’s going to be so lit
there
every
weekend,”
Huerfano said. “Is it even a
party if you don’t take an Instagram pic at it?”
The Orono Police Department have not been told
about the change, and Grand
Campus Living said they
did not plan on telling them.
They assured resident that
there will be no changes in
rental rates.
“Don’t tell the cops,
nerd,” Trejo said to close
our interview. “C’mon man,
be cool.”

‘The show must go on’:
University Singers erupt
in gastrointestinal illness,
still complete two and
“It was horrific. I’ve never seen anything like it before in my life,” Jacob Cluff,
a fourth-year animal science
student said as he stood outside Minsky Recital Hall on
Saturday, April 2, where the
University Singers had just
concluded their spring concert, during which nearly
every member of the group
suffered from an episode of
extreme nausea.
But the timeless phrase,
“The show must go on” rang
true in Minsky. Although
the first rounds of vomiting
occurred during their third
song, “When Jesus Wept,”
the group pressed on through
the carnage and completed
the remainder of their twoand-a-half hour show as the
audience watched in either
terror or gross amazement.
“I mean, what dedication!” Cluff said.
According to Katie Lees,
a fourth-year psychology

student and member of the
University Signers, the first
to spew more than Latin
was fourth-year mechanical engineering student Josh
Kovach, who was so excited
about the idea of Jesus crying he couldn’t hold in his
dinner any longer.
“I looked over and saw
him keel over, he looked really sick,” Lees said. “All of
a sudden, it- it just happened.
It was like a movie. I’ve never seen so much vomit.”
Kovach declined to be
interviewed for this story,
but did say he was “embarrassed” but also “kind of
proud.”
“We did eat dinner together before the show. It
was supposed to be a really
nice, family-oriented meal.
I don’t know what it could
have been- maybe the roast
beef? I don’t know, I’m just
so flustered,” Lees said, wiping her hands on her gown.
Within minutes, several
other singers began to experience emesis, starting from

the bass section and working
its way toward the sopranos.
Kaylin Knott, a fourthyear music student, was
featured in a solo during an
arrangement titled “An 80s
Kind of Love” when she said
her stomach felt uneasy.
“I just thought to myself,
‘Oh no, not now. Anytime
but now,’” Knott said.
But the time was then and,
as Knott began an ascending
arpeggio she descended into
the risers, reaching a crescendo of purging-proportions.
“It was one hell of a high
note,” Knott said.
Alyce Lew, a fourth-year
anthropology student who
sat in the splash zone, said
the event was a nice change
of pace from traditional University Singers concerts.
“Usually, I just go and
sit down and listen. It’s
very two-dimensional. This
was a full 4-D experience! I
thought the whole thing was
planned!” Lew said.
“I saw it as a rejection of

the norms imposed upon us.
Sometimes you have to just
go for it and break the mold.
It was definitely a social
commentary, for sure,” Lew
said. “It was the best concert
the Singers have ever held.”
Director of the University Singers, Fran Vogt, who
made it very clear he ordered
a separate meal from the rest
of the ensemble, said he was
upset by the events that occurred Saturday night, but
was proud of his group for
pushing onward.
“I can see the headlines
now: ‘University Singers
blow chunks,’ ‘U-Singers
Bach-up their lunch,’” Vogt
said post-puke onslaught.
“I’m proud of my group for
sticking through it, though.
The show must go on.”
An investigation has been
launched into the cause of
the gastrointestinal distress.
Wells Conference Center,
where the group ate prior to
performing, is the prime suspect, although there are no
leads.

fruit in the world that would
pair well with this particular wine. Instead, Toro pairs
best with bad decision making and picking fights with
people who mean you no
harm. Perhaps a late night
pizza delivery would pair
well; perhaps I need another glass to decide.
The second glass had
a mouthfeel that was as
cold as George’s reception
to Stuart Little when his
parents brought him home
from the orphanage. The

overpowering citrus subsided in that second glass, replaced by a dull buzzing in
my head. Was I going crazy, or was this some of the
more potent wine I had ever
experienced? The latter.
The grapes used in this
particular bottle of wine
were likely soured long
before they ever made it
into the wine-making process, though it is at times
for the better. You can taste
the sour, the bitterness, the
instant regret but urge for

more. Shallow? Sure. Pedantic? Likely. Charming?
Absolutely.
The energy rush from
this particular variety of
wine is enough to give
you a jump start at the beginning of the night. Just
three glasses in and I’m
fairly sure I’m capable of
being a matador, or winning a remote control boat
competition like in “Stuart Little.” The buzz from
this stunningly alcoholic
80-proof drink is accom-

panied by a sense of bravado that is unparalleled.
While it may taste like a
tire ran over another tire
so many times that the
second tire turned to liquid and was poured into a
bottle, that’s not necessarily a negative.
El Toro may not be the
go-to for your night in, but
if you’re looking to fall
down the stairs and get in
touch with that ex you’ve
been thinking about, this
is your answer.

Alan Bennett
Culture Editor
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Beat

UMPD

The best from UMaine’s finest
Sam Shepherd
News Editor
April 1
12:13 a.m. - Traffick
stop
A University of Maine
Police
Department
(UMPD) officer responded to a drugs call at Orchard Trails after a complaint of trafficking came
from one of the apartment buildings. Samuel
Shepherd, 20, of Hallowell, Maine, opened
the door to his drug den,
nicknamed “Sam’s Blow
Barn,” and officers found
20 kilos of cocaine along

with several prostitutes.
Shepherd was charged
with multiple drug trafficking and possession
of cocaine with the intent
to sell. Shepherd faces
20 years to a lifetime in
prison. He was also referred to Judicial Affairs
(JA).
4:53 a.m. - To the trees
UMPD
responded
to a call of a homeless
man who was covered
in leaves sleeping in
the Memorial Union’s
Bumps Room. Upon ar-

Through the
Grapevine

A youthful summon into belligerent intoxication
Alan Bennett
Culture Editor
2016 Juicy Juice
It seems I have acquired a
fan base, not like that should
really come as a surprise. You
can imagine my delight to
come home from a long day,
craving a little emotional support in liquid form and find a
package at my door.
“Your reviews are great.
Would love if you tried this,”
the note inside the package
read. Free booze? Okay.
It’s not unusual for newspapers to receive products to
review. Every now and then,
a mixtape will make its way
to our office begging to be reviewed, although we usually
offer it little attention. I have
not, however, heard of one
receiving wine in the mail
— is that even legal? — and
was slightly cautious about
consuming something sent by
a stranger. Perhaps I should
have been more concerned
that some mysterious reader
had somehow acquired my
home address. In any case, I
brushed it aside and beheld
my treasure.
I was intrigued by the producer’s nomenclature — a
name like Juicy Juice certainly sounds inviting, albeit
a little childish. The producer
writes, “We love the simplicity of childhood. It’s a time
when imagination and laughter can carry you away. One
of the greatest gifts of parenthood is being able to relive
those wonderful experiences
with your child. That spirit
inspires us.”
It certainly inspired me.
Interpreting the name, I take
it as a youthful summon into
belligerent intoxication. Immediately, I was reminded of
pushing that girl off the playground in fifth grade and the
time my friend Scott found
poop in the sandbox. The
nostalgia flowed like great
wine.
I unwrapped the plastic
straw — how quaint! — and
thrust it into the foil covering
on top of the box. I admit it
took several tries to pierce
the aluminum, but once I did,
aromas of rich berries and
nuanced spice smacked my
senses. Currant, raspberry,
vanilla and clove perfumed
my stairwell — in which I
was still standing, I couldn’t
wait — and invited me in for
a kiss.
The kiss was good, but
not great. It was a little light
on the lips — maybe it was
nervous? Either way, it could
have used more tongue. Juicy
Juice 2016 berry flavor was
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a little on the sweet side and
lacked body, but its flavors
are rich and delicious. Warm,
bold and buttery, it would
be a perfect complement to
roasted duck or seared steaks.
Beware, though, that these
are incredibly boozy. After
just one 4.23-ounce box, I
was already feeling loose. I
went in for another, a white
grape varietal this time, and
was pleasantly surprised at
its balanced citrus notes, substantial mouthfeel and subtle
tannic finish. Of course, I
downed a third, then a fourth
— boozy as they are, they really just taste like juice.
And healthy, to boot! The
producer’s website states that
an 8-ounce serving equals
one serving of fruit. By that
logic, I had already had two
fruits, and consumed 240 percent of my daily recommendation of vitamin C. Thanks,
Juicy Juice!
After a few boxes, however, I began to relive the
darker moments of my youth.
I instantly remembered the
time I wrote “chips” on an
assignment displayed for all
the parents; it was about animals, and was meant to say
“chimps.”
I remembered my “special” math group that would
meet in third grade. I thought
I was advanced, but in reality
I couldn’t multiply to save my
life. They could have at least
told me I was bad at math.
I remembered when Alisha called me fat in third
grade. She was right, I was,
but how rude of her? I’m not
fat anymore, Alisha. If you’re
reading this Alisha, I’ll have
you know that I’m going
places.
But worst of all, I remembered camo pants.
My youthful vivaciousness had subsided and I
decided it was time to put
down the box. It was about
1 p.m. and I had enough of
this emotional trauma. How
could Juicy Juice put up such
an innocent front? There was
nothing imaginative or carefree about these little bombs
of abuse. No, as I clung to
my banister for support and
fished through my pockets for
my keys, tripping along the
way, all I could do was cry.
To my anonymous reader:
I hope you’re happy. Was this
review everything you wanted? Did you get a good laugh
out of my pain and suffering?
Are you Alisha?
That’s cruel, Alisha. I tried
to move on. I can’t believe
you would do something like
that, Alisha. I’m so offended
right now.

rival, they contacted Jacob Posik, 21, of Turner,
Maine, who was sleeping
soundly in a chair. Upon
identifying Posik as a
student, officers asked
why he had leaves attached to him.
Posik said he was previously at a costume party and he was dressed as
a tree. He was sent back
home without further incident and referred to JA.
2:34 p.m. - Greasy
UMPD responded to a
reported streaker in Nut-

ting Hall. Alan Bennett,
22, of Gray, Maine was
found on the roof with
two bottles of Skyy Dragonfruit vodka taped to his
hands without clothes on.
Bennett was spooked by
the arrival of officers and
was difficult to detain
due to being oiled up.
Bennett was finally detained and charged
with public indecency
and public intoxication.
He faces 30 hours of
community service and a
reference to JA.

thony Panciocco, 22, of
Danvers, Mass., who was
not cooperative. Panciocco, according to officers,
launched himself like a
flying disc at them, leaving an officer and a bystander wounded.
Panciocco was charged
with assault with a deadly weapon and assaulting
a police officer. He faces
up to 90 days in prison
and was referred to JA.

4:20 p.m. - Frisbee
folly

UMPD responded to a
reported robbery at the
Bear’s Den in the Memorial Union. An employee
said that a female broke
in while brandishing a
bow staff and demanding free lattes for life.
Officers found the culprit, Sarah Allisot, 20, of
Windsor, Maine, calmly
sipping the latte she demanded from the clerk.

UMPD responded to
an assault complaint
on The Mall. A victim
claimed that she was hit
with a flying disc intentionally, called a “nerd”
and that the man was
still on The Mall playing
with his friends. Officers
made contact with An-

7:32 p.m. - Check,
Please

Officers arrested Allisot for theft and terrorizing. She faces up to 120
hours of community service and was referred to
JA.
11:59 p.m. - I got a
Glock in my rari
UMPD responded to a
report of multiple gunshots at Morse Field.
Upon arrival, officers
made contact with Aley
Lewis, 21, from Newton,
Mass., who was holding
a Glock handgun. Lewis was standing over the
corpse of beloved UMaine mascot Bananas the
Bear. Lewis said that she
was frightened by the
bear, and thought it was
real.
Due to public outcry
over the mascot, Lewis
was released with no issue and given a key to the
city. Lewis was referred
to JA.

One of UMaine’s most
beloved administrators isn’t
the man we think he is
Jacob Posik
Sports Editor
This statement is mostly true because Dr. Robert Dana, the University
of Maine’s Vice President
of Student Life, has been
found to be two small children stacked on top of one
another, according to inside sources at a Greek life
event last week.
Dana appeared as a celebrity judge last Tuesday
at Alpha Omicron Pi’s
(AOPi) “Mr. Fraternity”
fundraiser event for the
Arthritis Foundation, and
the sorority members grew
perplexed in examining the
markings appearing on Dana’s scorecard.
On Dana’s scorecard
were two separate scoring
columns for two separate
people. One of the scoring
columns was for Robert
Dana, age 9, and the other
was for Dana Robert, age 8.
“When we were tallying
scores after the talent portion of the event, we knew

we had one extra set of
numbers,” Alexandra Hudner, proud sister of AOPi
said after the event. “Once
we realized that it was Dr.
Dana who had submitted
two sets of numbers, we
knew something was off.”
The sisters of AOPi
approached and confronted Dana during the intermission, questioning him
about his two submissions.
In an instant, the two small
children disbanded under
an expensive suit coat and
scurried off into the shadows of the Collins Center
for the Arts, sending the
audience into disarray.
The executive members
of the sorority, alarmed,
called for security at the
event to find the two young
boys, who only made it six
rows deep into the middle
section of seating before
being apprehended by an
onsite member of the Orono Police Department.
“We found two young
males, Robert Dana and
Dana Robert, of Orono,

crawling under the first
few rows of seating when
we made the arrest,” Orono Chief of Police Josh
Ewing said in an official
statement. “It’s safe to say
we are in shock after learning that one of the greatest
figureheads of our community has been just two small
boys this whole time.”
Both minors are residents of Orono and used
to attend Asa C. Adams
Elementary School. The
boys went missing more
than five years ago, and the
trail went cold when local
investigators failed to turn
up clues on the kids’ disappearance.
“While the circumstances are not ideal, we are glad
to have resolved this outstanding case,” Ewing said.
After a few moments of
struggle with Orono Police,
the boys were handcuffed
and brought into custody.
They now face a slew of
felony charges and have received a lifelong ban from
the university.

Many
of
Dana’s
co-workers at UMaine
were flabbergasted after
hearing the news, confused
with how the two boys had
pulled off this charade for
so long.
“I’ve worked with Robert, or Robert [Dana] and
Dana [Robert] as they’re
now known, for a number
of years. We’ve worked
on countless projects together and I can’t believe
this news,” Kenda Scheele,
UMaine’s assistant vice
president and associate
dean of students said of the
incident. “I usually have a
knack for this kind of stuff,
but I truly never noticed.
This has certainly been a
surprise for all of us.”
UMaine is now in search
for an interim Vice President of Student Life for
the remainder of the school
year, posting the opening
over the weekend and clarifying that all applicants
must prove they are only
one human being before
submitting a resume.

Reichenbach’s, womens
hockey team split
Jacob Posik
Sports Editor
The
University
of
Maine women’s hockey
team’s family atmosphere
will no longer be a selling
point for new recruits, as
Head Coach Richard Reichenbach and Assistant
Coach Sara Reichenbach
announced their divorce
last week during a press
conference outside the Alfond Arena.
The untimely separation in the offseason
leaves the Black Bears
squad in shambles. Immediate court proceedings resolved the conflict
by declaring the team as
two separate entities, with
both coaches receiving
one-half of the team’s roster separated alphabetically by last name. Sara Reichenbach has been named
the head coach of the
Black Bears second women’s team while Richard
Reichenbach will remain
head coach of the other.
Judge James Bringus
awarded Richard Reichenbach all of the team’s
players with surnames beginning with letters A-M,
while Sara Reichenbach

received letters N-Z. Sara
Reichenbach’s
lawyers
have filed an appeal on
the decision, acknowledging that Richard Reichenbach would get 16 of the
25 players on the team’s
active roster under this
ruling.
“This ruling is completely unfair,” Sarah Reichenbach said outside the
courthouse. “There’s no
way I’ll have the time to
assemble almost an entire
team by the start of next
season. There’s just not
enough time and resources in place to recruit that
many players.”
Additionally, the ruling stated that Assistant
Coach Kendall Newell
must join Sara Reichenbach’s team, and Richard
Reichenbach’s squad was
awarded both of the team’s
trainers. Head Equipment
Manager Kevin Ritz must
do double duty for both
teams.
The couple cited irreconcilable differences as
reason for the split.
“Sara would carry on
for hours that we needed to do more recruiting
overseas,” Richard Reichenbach said. “I think

she just wanted to go to
Europe.”
“We also had disagreements during this past season about the power play,”
Richard Reichenbach added. “She wouldn’t stop
raving about how the 1-31 was the next big thing.
I kept telling her, ‘That’s
yesterday’s news, Sara’
but she just wouldn’t listen.”
Sarah
Reichenbach
noted that working with
her ex-husband had been a
struggle over the last few
seasons.
“Richard easily gets
lost in the fog of war
during games, and most
of the plays he’d draw
up didn’t have a chance,”
Sara Reichenbach said.
“Our players executed
the best they could, but
most of the problem was
Richard’s play calling off
of faceoffs and in end-ofgame situations.”
The couple’s severance
will put a damper on the
program’s resources, but
UMaine Athletic Director
Karlton Creech vowed the
program will abide by the
court-ordered separation
of the women’s team.
“The Reichenbach’s di-

vorce is less than ideal for
our program, but we look
forward to the opportunity
of housing two Division I
women’s ice hockey teams
under one roof,” Creech
said. “We will move forward with two women’s
teams and have faith we
will soon be at the top,
with one or the other, or
maybe even both.”
Both teams will remain
in the Hockey East conference for the 2016-2017
season, but the NCAA’s
governing body has declared it will explore options in moving one of the
two Black Bears teams
to another conference.
Richard Reichenbach has
already engaged in trash
talk with his ex-wife on
the upcoming season.
“Sara’s team is going
down and she knows it,”
Richard Reichenbach proclaimed. “My team will
skate circles around hers.”
Oddly enough, the
Black Bears most successful play last season was
one where all five skaters
skated in circles around
the opposing team’s goaltender, with our without
possession of the puck.
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Music Review: Dr. Seuzz
Anthony Panciocco
Editor in Chief
When Kanye West announced that “The Life of
Pablo” would be “the album of his lifetime,” music
fans assumed we would be
receiving the album of the
year. Very few realized the
album of the year would
come from little-known rapper Dr. Seuzz.
Formerly known as President Susan Hunter of the University of Maine, Dr. Seuzz
dropped her mixtape “Blue
Sky Paradise” last week to
rave reviews. Known for her
strong flow and high-profile
features, Seuzz didn’t disap-

point in her debut.
The production on “Blue
Sky Paradise” is one of its
strongest assets, produced
as part of a collaboration
between Atlanta-based producer Metro Boomin and
University of Maine Dean of
Students Robert Dana. Metro
Boomin’s signature intro, “If
Young Metro don’t trust you
Imma shoot you” was adjusted to “If Dean Dana don’t
trust you Imma shoot you.”
Seuzz showed the flow
that she developed on the
mean streets of Compton,
California. In the first track
of the album, Seuzz takes
a shot at Canadian rapper
Drake when she said, “You’ll

always be Degrassi oh damn,
I eat rappers like you no Graham.”
The album is feature-heavy, with superstars
such as Kendrick Lamar,
RiFF RAFF, Tyler the Creator, Andre 3000 and Jason
Aldean all featured throughout the project. With many
big names on the project, the
most surprising was Tupac
Shakur, who was killed in a
drive-by shooting in 2006.
Seuzz revealed that she knew
Tupac in the early ’90s and
had him record his verse for
her when she was recording
background vocals for his
1996 single “Hit ‘Em Up.”
Seuzz’s flow, along with

the many ’70s hair metal
samples, make for a full-bodied, unique sound that is
reminiscent of when NWA
dropped “Straight Outta
Compton.” While it may not
have the social and political
ramifications of its predecessor, there’s an argument to be
made that it will carve out a
place in rap history.
Seuzz announced an accompanying world tour to
her album Thursday evening, with the first of her
stops coming to play with
the Beatles on Maine Day
in the Belgrade parking
lot. Her next stop will be
Wembley Arena in London, England.
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University officials announce plan to dig a
moat around UMaine campus, bar ‘illegulls’

Moat plans according to the University of Maine.

Alan Bennett
Culture Editor
In order to address rising
concerns over the increasing
number of illegal seagulls
crossing from Old Town
into university borders, University of Maine officials on
Friday announced their executive action plan to dig a
moat around the university
campus, with construction
planned to begin the week
of April 11.
The ambitious project is
estimated to cost about $32
billion and is slated to be
completed by the planned
May 4 Maine Day activities.
“This is a full-blown,
no-holds-barred effort to
deter these illegal seagulls

from crossing our borders,”
Dean of Students Dr. Robert
Dana told the press. “We’re
gonna dig a moat, it’s gonna be huge. We’re gonna fill
it with crocodiles, and no
seagulls will ever be able to
come in.”
Waving his arms and
pointing his right finger in
seemingly random directions, Dana asserted that the
seagulls are “thieves” and
should not be allowed within university borders.
“They’re thieves. They
fly over here from Old
Town. They come over here
and they take our french
fries. They’re harassing our
children. They poop on our
cars! It’s just barbaric!”
Dana said to a packed press
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conference.
Dana said the moat will
serve as an extension of the
Stillwater River and will run
adjacent the Alfond Sports
Arena and the university
athletic fields, through the
DeMerritt Forest to Main
Street in Old Town where
it will then run down Park
Street in Orono before rejoining the Stillwater. The
estimated cost also includes
several proposed drawbridges, one on College Ave. at
Witter Farm Road, one at the
already-strained Rangeley
Rd. entrance to campus and
a third at the intersection of
College Avenue, Park Street
and Main Street in Orono.
The project will require the
demolition of several Old

Town neighborhoods in order to be accomplished.
Dana also said he intends
to make the City of Old
Town pay for the project,
citing a longstanding trade
deficit between Old Town
and Orono.
“The moat is peanuts to
them,” Dana said. “They
owe us humongous. A humongous amount of money.
They can afford it, I will
make sure it gets done properly.”
University President, Susan Hunter, voiced her support of the moat as being in
line with the Blue Sky Strategic Plan.
“I stand with Dr. Dana’s
position to build a moat
around our university, as it

will ensure a renewed sense
of place at the University
of Maine. By barricading
these seagulls, we allow our
students a better, safer academic environment,” Hunter said.
Hunter continued by
stating the moat is acceptable as it falls in line with
Pathway Five of the Blue
Sky Plan — Restoring the
Dream: Renewing Pride
and Stewardship of Place,
which, according to the
plan, “will restore the dream
of the land-grant mission
by revitalizing the brickand-mortar and technology infrastructure critical to
our flagship campus … as
we renew pride and renew
a culture of stewardship at

UMaine.”
Other plans to reduce
“illegull” immigration include strict border control
at all drawbridges and the
formation of a Duck Hunter
club, drawing the best virtual duck hunters from the
Gamers’ Guild, to control
the population.
Dana again emphasized
his stance that Old Town
should have to pay for the
moat, saying in a separate
interview that “they have
allowed the seagull problem to get out of control.
It’s on them.”
“We’re going to make
the university great again,”
Dana said. “We’re gonna restore the UMaine
dream.”

